
Captains to obey orders, so keep a of avoiding seabird interactions 
stiff upper lip chap, what! with a focus on New Zealand trawl 

fisheries to ideas that had been The most horrific presentation 
tested in the Falkland Islands to goes to Marco Favero with his 
stop seabirds from becoming video of birds being killed by 
entangled in trawl nets. warps, nets, ropes. Bugger me, I 

think I may have to change our From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, Tom Chatterton, Ministry of 
holiday destination.  South MBE (Mighty Big Eater) Fisheries, discussed the New 
America is just a killing field, and its 

Z e a l a n d  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  Southern Seabird Solutions, had a my lot, “the Royals” that's in the 
expectation of the New Zealand great turnout to their recent Trawl firing line. Looks to me, this is 

Workshop in Nelson.  trawl fleet and opportunities for where many of the people at this 
collaboration.  His message was workshop should be putting in their Janice Molloy and Shelly Biswell did a 
that to solve the bycatch problem efforts.great job of pulling it all together, a 
we need to have clear goals and couple of good hens there!  

Anyway, I thought a great effort by time frames to achieve these.  He 
all and progress made in many Richard Wells said industry was also talked about the importance 
areas, thanks SSS. Shelly Biswell meeting the challenges head on and of both achieving success and 
also kindly wrote the main articles making good progress, but that there being able to accurately measure 
covering the workshop. - Chow, was still plenty to be done to keep the that success. 
Albert cousins safe! 

As a reminder of the need for 
Johanna Pierre from DoC suggested international collaboration, Marco 
that the flock may have to get used to 

Southern Seabird Solution's F a v e r o ,  f r o m  Ar g e n t i n a ' s  
seafood chowder if this mincing thing 

t r aw l  wo rkshop  fea tu red  Universidad Nacional de Mar del 
takes off. Damn limited menu if you ask 

presenters from New Zealand, Plata, discussed seabird bycatch me, what! A nice tuna fillet steak with a 
South Africa, Argentina, USA and in South American fisher ies.  sauce dianne, or perhaps a seal burger 
UK discussing seabird bycatch Research done in Argentina's would make a change.
and mitigation measures in trawl trawl fishery suggests seabird 

Ben Sullivan and Ed Melvin shared fisheries.  Topics ranged from the contact rates range between a 
information from overseas, we should moral and business imperatives stunning 50 to 150 per hour with 
share info not copy it, remember the tori 
line spec copied from the Falklands.

Tom Chatterton from MFish reminded 
everyone that it's all about the control of 
offal, and warned us he still has that “big 
stick” called “Offal Regulations” under 
his wing.  Aaaaargh  don't point the stick 
… we'll all starve!!! 

Barry Watkins from South Africa told us: 
after observing some warp strikes and 
multiplying them by a zillion, dividing the 
to ta l  by  h i s  g randma 's  ches t  
measurement, he discovered the SA 
hake fishery kills all of the birds every 
year! The man's squawking mad!!! 

Ed Abraham, well what can I say, his first 
words were “I know nothing about this 
topic,” enough said!

John Cleal talked about VMPs and 
managing offal control onboard vessels. 
As an Admiral I know how hard it is to get 
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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

Warp Strike Deflector (A.K.A. Carey’s Cunning Contraption) deployed 
Photo Credit: Ministry of Fisheries, Observer Programme



mortality rates estimated at 0.06 to 
0.18 birds per hour.  Two species of 
special concern in this fishery are the 
royal albatross, which breeds only in 
New Zealand, and the black-browed 
albatross.  As Marco made clear, 
there is a need in many South 
American fisheries for inexpensive 
and easy-to-use mitigation devices to 
solve the bycatch problem.

Beyond providing participants with a 
number of pragmatic approaches and 
a better understanding of seabird 
bycatch within the trawl fishery, the 
workshop also went a long way in 
building relationships, local and 
international, that may prove critical in 
reducing seabird deaths.

experiences using tori lines and 
other mitigation measures (e.g. tori 
lines need to have the right amount 

For  two days in  September of tension to be effective and some 
f i s h e r m e n ,  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  colours seem to be more effective at 
representatives, government officials, deterring seabirds).
sc ient is ts ,  env i ronmenta l is ts ,  
observers and others came together As Richard Wells, of Clement and 
in Nelson to discuss what can be done Associates Ltd, summed up, “The 
to reduce the numbers of seabirds point is now to take this information 
being killed in trawl fisheries around and to implement it.  In some ways 
the world. the research is the exciting part, but 

it's the implementation that's going 
Considered to the be the first to save seabirds. It's time to get on 
international trawl workshop on with it.” 
seabirds, the Southern Seabird 
Solutions event balanced what we're The trawl workshop was sponsored 
already doing about seabird bycatch by WWF-US, Ministry of Fisheries, 
in trawl fisheries with possible future Deepwater Group Limited, Clement 
solutions to further reduce the and Associates Ltd, the New 
interactions. Zealand Seafood Industry Council, 

a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
Many of the long-term seabird Conservation. If you're interested in 
bycatch solutions focused on ways to receiving a full report of the trawl 
manage offal.  Reducing it, mincing it, w o r k s h o p  g o  t o  
timing its release and using some as a  or please 
decoy were a few of the ideas that email shelly@biswell.net
were discussed.

Much of the research presented at the 
workshop showed s igni f icant  
reductions in seabird bycatch in trawl 
fisheries where tori lines are used.  
Participants shared anecdotal  
i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e i r  o w n  

Trawl workshop: getting on with saving 
seabirds
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A “great“ Albatross named after a 
New Zealand island

If you know the name of this bird then email 
your answer, name, postal address and date 

of publication to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

DID YOU KNOW? 

A Grey-Headed Albatross from South 
G e o r g i a  h a s  b e e n  r e c o r d e d  
circumnavigating the globe in a mere 46 
days!

The Waved Albatross, which breed in the 
Galapagos, South America, are the only 
Albatross that don't avoid the relatively 
windless tropical doldrums.

 

The lucky cousin of last month was 
the Southern Buller’s albatross
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