
du r i ng  a t - sea  p rocess ing  
operations.  Observations of 

The need to place large volumes seabird interactions will establish if 
of offal in the water, either in a this method reduces the numbers 
manner that birds cannot gain of seabirds attracted to the vessel, 
access to it, or in a form that and if the birds are kept away from 

birds cannot feed on, or both if the danger areas (i.e. ahead of the 
From the desk of Admiral Albert possible, has driven the trials on warps).
Ross, MBE (Mighty Big Eater) mincing. There is encouraging 

evidence that mincing offal will A MFish observer will undertake 
Well! I've only been overseas for make it less attractive to seabirds. the observat ions required, 
five minutes and things are already Chris Robertson has been a keen following set protocols developed 
sounding unpleasant for our return. advocate of mincing offal; others by the seabird-working group.

have now tested this theory and I heard that the chattering classes Video cameras will also be fitted to found we may be onto something.are thinking of flying down a big tin film all areas aft of the vessel so 
bird to take photos of my cousins, the It is critical that any system tested more comprehensive analytical 
“White Caps”, next breeding season. can grind or hash offal and fish work can be carried out onshore at 
Do they have no shame! What! waste into a fine mince or slurry, a later date if necessary. 
These chaps only breed every and can achieve the tonnages 

This is a jointly funded and second year, imagine waiting two required to maintain this during 
managed project involving DOC, years to “spark up the marriage” then heavy periods of fishing with 
Sealord Group, SeaFIC, the DWG, having some bugger taking photos equipment that can suit all deep-
and managed by Clement & while you’re on the job! We are not sea factory vessels in the NZ fleet 
Associates Ltd. The treatments called the “shy” Albatross for at a reasonable cost.  
and protocols developed by the nothing! The teenagers stay away 

The method undergoing trials on seabird-working group, show that for years and years, and with the 
the Sealord factory trawler F.V. industry and governmental adults only breeding every second 
Paerangi in September will test the agencies are working closely year, surely they are not trying to 
effectiveness of mincing offal and together to find new improved 

count them, what a waste of time that 
placing it on and under the water ways to mitigate theses issues.

its! So I imagine they just want some 
“dirty pics”. I could save them the 
three quarters of a mil and just send 
you some of Mrs. Ross and I “at it”. 
“What!”, that kind of money could be 
put to better use to save a few more 
of our souls!

Not happy to hear about Sealord 
trialing some new improved method 
of getting offal into the water so we 
cannot get to it. They are going to 
mince offal, then pipe it down the hull 
and under the water. We will need a 
team meeting at ‘HQ’ on our return to 
combat this process. I hate to say it, 
but I may need some pesky “Navy 
Seals” (pardon the pun!) to teach us 
how to dive like mutton-birds 
otherwise we are going to miss out 
on those “free feeds”. Thanks to 
Richard Wells for his words of 
wisdom.     - Albert 

Mincing trials onboard FV Paerangi
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The discharge pipe, mincer pump and vessel, F.V. Paerangi



 The 2007 Squid Fishery

At this time last year, the squid fleet 
was reacting to heavy pressure from 
both the government and the public 
regarding seabird captures.

With tori line gazette notices, the threat 
of legislation for offal controls and the 
initiation of an industry wide approach 
to managing the issue proactively, it 
was somewhat of a scramble.

So what worked?
· All vessels entered the fishery with a 

standardized vessel management 
plan (tailored to their vessel).

· All vessels reported throughout the 
season, and these reports were 
consolidated and re-circulated back 
to the operators so that a collective 
view could be gained and monitored.

· Formal warp mitigation trials (agreed 
in conjunction with DoC and carried 
out by MFish observers) were 
completed and we look forward to 
the results, due soon.

· Even with “control” periods of no 
mitigation devices in the trials above, 
albatross captures were half what 
they were the previous year.  Again 
we are waiting for the report with the 
final results.

All in all, good progress and we intend 
to build on it this year by continuing and 
refining the bits that work (reporting 
and offal management) and getting 
serious with mincers.

We now will also focus our attention on 
the petrel captures in trawl nets as 
these were clearly evident with mass 
at tacks par t icu lar ly  by sooty  
shearwater (mutton birds) last season.

The seabird liaison officer (John Cleal) 
will be in action again this year 
(upgraded to deal with sea lion issues 
too!) and, before December, we intend 
to hold a pre-season briefing in 
Christchurch for all operators in the 
2007 squid trawl fishery.

Results from last year’s improvements 
will be presented, and the way forward 
discussed and agreed (Richard Wells, 
DWG Manager, Squid Fishery).
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

The cousin of last month was the 
Westland Petrel

To learn more go to www.albertross.co.nz and pick up this month’s issue

Here are a couple of Albert’s cousins 
“at it” courtsey of Tui De Roy, DoC / 

Roving Tortoise Photos

If you know the name of these birds then email 
your answer, name, postal address and date of 

publication to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

DID YOU KNOW? 

Albatrosses live to 60 years and 
beyond. They are thought to pair 
for life and take many years to 
find a new mate if their partner is 
killed.

They have unique courtship 
behaviour. They groan, scrape 
their bills, and dance about 
awkwardly, before pairing and 
mating occurs.

They have very low reproductive 
rates. Many only breed every 
other year and lay only a single 
egg. Some species do not begin 
to breed until they are 10 years 
old or more.

Both sexes incubate the egg; 
incubation takes from two to 
three months.

A female albatross may fly 
thousands of miles to bring back 
food for her chick. She may be at 
sea for weeks at a time. Juvenile 
or non-breeding birds may circle 
the globe without touching land. 
They can use the variations in air 
speed and direction near the 
waves to soar. This is incredibly 
efficient, requiring less energy 
than sitting on a nest. 
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