
unnecessary.
New Zealand is one of the major 

Unthinking visitors often harass seabird centres of the world. 
penguins, in particular. On no Because of the country's 
account should the birds be extensive coastline and its many 
approached too closely.  In the inshore and offshore islands, it is 
breeding and moulting seasons, From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, possible for the keen observer to 
they are especially vulnerable, MBE (Mighty Big Eater) see more seabirds here than in 
and penguin deaths have resulted most other countries.“Well, the flight plans are logged with 
from people wandering through 

flight control, weather conditions are 
A good pair of binoculars and a NZ their colonies at this time.

looking good and the ol' reserve tanks 
seabird reference book with 

are looking 'offally' full. Many seabird species no longer identification features is a must. 
nest on the New Zealand mainland The flock are off to South America, the The Field Guide to NZ Seabirds, 
because of introduced predators 4000 nautical miles (that's 7500 km for by Brian Parkinson, is a good one.
and the former harvesting of adults you “landlubbers”) without a stop.  
and chicks for food.  Seabirds, Should take a week or so. We're just You can start in and around your 
which once nested on the waiting for a good breeze for lift off and local beaches or coastal areas.  A 
mainland in huge colonies, now it will be jolly smashing to feel that tail good zoom lens on your camera 
only survive on offshore islands wind up our jack-sea, if you'll pardon for the more avid watchers allows 
where they are free from the pun!   for a more thorough identification 
disturbance.  at a later date. You can start up Its going to be a bit quiet around here 

your own seabird photo library.while we are away, so I suggest you In the best interests of the 
take some time to observe some of my seabirds, many of these islands 
cousins. Bird watching is a great Good views of seabirds can have been closed to visitors. 
pastime and I often see you lot with usually be obtained without Information on which islands can 
binoculars, pen and paper observing dis turb ing them.  Bes ides,  be visited is available from the 
what we are up to.  Bunch of peeping touching and handling seabirds is local Department of Conservation 
tomtits, what!  Anyway, I have written a i l l e g a l  a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  (DOC) office.
few tips on seabird watching for you, 
happy spotting!

You may think South America is a great 
place to take a well earned break but its 
not all “fluff & feathers”, as many 
dangers lurk there too, not all of us will 
make it a return trip. 

The chattering classes are at it again 
with those Green MPs squawking on 
that nothing is happening to save 
seabirds.  Tish, I thought only ostriches 
buried their heads in the sand. Our 
problem is that those fishing blokes are 
scheming up new ways to keep us 
away from those “free feeds”. If they 
carry on with their offal controls we will 
all bloody starve to death! That's the 
injustice! Bloody do-gooder fishermen!

Thanks to Dave and the team from 
SERL for the Offal Hogger article on 
what they are doing to save seabirds.

- Albert

Albert's Guide to Seabird Watching

August  2006 Issue 7ALBERT    IMEST
“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

Birdwatching - seabird behaviours at sea



Offal Hogger 

South East Resources Ltd (SERL), in 
conjunction with ANDAR Holdings 
Ltd, are developing, and are about to 
trial, an offal hogger. The equipment 
is being tested onboard Sureste 709, 
a factory trawler.

Traditionally this class of vessel has 
been a very low risk to seabirds with 
regard to warp strikes because these 
vessels have low profiles, which 
means the warps enter the water 
close to the stern, thus reducing the 
danger zone area markedly.

By reducing the availability of the 
offal this will result in less birds being 

attracted to the vessel. 

Fewer birds reduces the risk of warp 
strikes and may also reduce the 
catches of shearwaters which come 
off the islands late in the squid 
season. Their attraction to the 
fishing fleet as an easy source of 
food is well known. These birds will 
dive two to three metres deep on the 
nets when the nets are hauled to the 
surface. Birds get tangled in the nets 
during this process.

It is believed that if the offal is 
minced below a certain size it will 
eliminate the attraction to the 
vessel. The offal hogger being 
trialed will mince the offal and non-
quota discards to a size small 
enough to be passed through the 
factory’s submersible chopper 
pump. The equipment is small 
enough to fit in the confined space of 
a trawler’s factory, but can easily 
cope with the large volumes of 
waste throughput. This prototype is 
still to be proved, but trials on land 
have been encouraging. SERL will 
use an independent observer to 
document the trials at sea. The initial 
outcomes of the trials will be 
released after the vessel’s first trip.

Produced by Clement & Associates Ltd
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz
www.albertross.co.nz
Ph (03) 545 7020

ALBERT    IMESTPoseidon Pacific Ltd
Fishmarket Holdings Ltd

Southern Storm Fishing Ltd
Maruha NZ Corporation Ltd

WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

The cousin of last month was the
Cape Petrel (Cape Pigeon)

To learn more go to www.albertross.co.nz and pick up this month’s issue

Groups of up to a hundred birds can 
be seen together on the water to the 

south of Kaikoura Peninsula.

If you know the name of this bird then email 
your answer, name, postal address and date 

of publication to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

DID YOU KNOW? 

Southern Seabird Solutions will 
be holding a Seabird Interaction 
Workshop at Trailways Hotel in 

h
Nelson on Sept 27  & 28. Please 
register online at www.seafood-
conference.com or fax 04 385 
2727 or ph 04 385 4005.

The large Westland petrel weighs 
over 1kg. It can be seen usually 
within a mile off the Kaikoura 
coast throughout the year with 
peak numbers in spring.

They are a distinctively plump 
large black coloured petrel which 
comes much closer inshore than 
the similar and closely related 
white-chinned petrel. 

They are a winter breeding 
species in the coastal foothills 
near Punakaiki, West Coast, 
South Island. The population of 
petrels has trebled in the last three 
decades, possibly due to the food 
scraps available to the birds from 
the hoki fishery. They do not start 
breeding until they are 12 yrs old, 
so they are probably a long-lived 
species.
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