
Overall, the percentages of large A interim report on the Warp 
and small birds captured are:Strike Trials from the squid 

season was released this Large birds: Net 10% / Warp 30% / 
week (the final report is not due unknown 10%From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, 
until September). The findings MBE (Mighty Big Eater)
are subject to change but in Small birds: Net 43% / Warp Nil / 

The big Fleet of Steel Lunch Boxes general the 2006 season Warp unknown 7% 
have gone, the chicks are learning to Strike Trials gathered data from 
fly and will soon take to the skies! The strike rate on mitigation 18 vessels, Warps were 

devices shows that there are a I have called back to Flock HQ the Long observed for 15 minutes each 
considerable amount of strikes on Range Scouts, no need to search for hour.  Three mitigation devices 
Tori Line compared with the other free feeds from those boats anymore, were tested: Paired Tori Lines, 

“Big Eyes” Ross won this seasons treatments.Warp Deflectors and Bafflers. 
competition for the most boats located Eleven of those vessels were Overall, the initial results look to feed the flock; well done to him! We 

observed last year so once the encouraging.  We look forward to needed his efforts more than ever this 
report is finished we will be able the full report and its findings in season, as some of those boats didn't 
to compare just those vessels waste a thing this year, so free feeds September.
to give us an indication on how were harder to find!
things went.

I hear the chattering classes wanting to 
know the results of all those squid 2005 versus 2006 
season warp strike trails, good luck! capture rates shows 

a decrease between At flock HQ; I have a some what simpler 
the seasons.  The system of assessing how many of our 

Kamikazi mates did not return, after a performance of the 
quick head count, seems there are a mitigation devices 
few more of us left after this squid shows the Paired 
season than I can remember for many Tor i  L ines  we l l  
years. ahead of the Warp 
Just like the fishing fleet it's time for the Deflector with the 
flock to bug out. Bafflers a distant.

Just to give you landlubbers an idea of However, noted at 
our flight plans: the meeting was that 
- the Bullers from the Snares Islands 

B a f f l e r s  a r e  head East to Chile
considered to work - the White Caps from the Auckland 
well on the smaller Islands head West to Aussie and 
vessels where the South Africa (go the AB’s!)
warp enters the - the Salvins from the Bounty Islands 

head to Peru water close to the 
- those Muttonbirds from the Titi stern of the vessel. 

Islands head North to Japan and Ironically, most of 
California the Bafflers tested 

during these trails As for my flock the “Royals” we are off 
to South America  (off the Argentinean were on the large 
Coast), what can I say, “you've got to vesse l s  so  t he  
love those South American girls”. results will not show 

their effectiveness Catch you on the wing next month! 
on smaller vessels.- Albert
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Not all oil slicks are bad news 
for seabirds 

Oil slicks are keeping some bird 
species away from the Longliners’ 
hooks.  We may be able to test if it 
can also keep small birds (Petrels 
etc) away from nets.

Dave Kellian tells us how it started.

Asking around the old folks it seems 
that in the early days of long lining 
the use of kerosene (or a mix of kero 
and diesel) was used as a attractant 
or a preservative on baits, kawahi, 
mullet, barracouta and squid etc and 
of course it not only was on the bait 
but also got all over the kuralon 

backbone of the long line and 
hence a “slick” was created. The 
response of the mutton-birds was 
obvious so I guess that started a 
slick being a tool for mitigation.

Not sure who started it but soon it 
was common for a drum to be tied 
over the stern and a mix of waste 
oil and diesel or anything that 
made a slick be drizzled behind the 
boat while setting.

It wasn't until one of the mitigation 
competitions that anyone thought 
about alternatives to petroleum 
products and the rest is history. It is 
apparent that it is the slick that is 
the ticket and the quicker it 
spreads and stays complete the 
better it works. Thin oils (fish oils) 
do this best and so far the tests with 
fish-oil have been done using a 
variety of available products and 
viscosity.

It seems that for lager birds 
(a lba t rosses)  the  o i l  was  
ineffective, and because of this 
may not be suitable for the 
southern fisheries such as the 
squid fishery, but with the Sooty 
Shearwaters (muttonbirds) the oil 
definitely works. 
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

The cousin of last month was the 
Sooty Shearwater or Mutton Bird.

To learn more go to www.albertross.co.nz and pick up this month’s issue

Breeds in the Antarctic and is the 
most common ship follower in the 

Southern hemisphere.

If you know the name of this bird then email 
your answer, name, postal address and date 

of publication to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

DID YOU KNOW? 

Petrels / shearwaters  are mainly 
caught in or about the net. 
Autopsies have shown that white-
chinned petrels mainly feed 
opportunistically on discarded offal 
before net capture, while sooty 
shearwaters (muttonbirds) eat 
some offal but target mainly the 
small baitfish or rattails in or about 
the net. Both birds often get caught 
in the mesh by their legs as the bag 
moves on the surface. The main 
trawl capture time for white-
chinned petrels peaks in February, 
and then declines to April. Sooty 
shearwaters are mainly from 
February to May with more than 
50% caught from April onwards. 
The peak catch for  sooty 
shearwaters is primarily of adult 
males feeding up at the end of the 
chick-rearing period, before their 
long migration to Japan and 
California. Almost no fledging 
juveniles are caught from either 
species.

CJR Robertson

Have a look at seabirds online at 
www.teara.govt.nz. “Earth, Sea 
and Sky” is the latest chapter from 
NZ’s onl ine Encyclopedia. 
Excellent facts and stunning 
images.

Past President Ornithological Society of NZ Inc.
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