
Deep-sea vessels have incidental 
interactions with only a few of the NZ 
marine mammal species, and for the most 
part they are the most common/abundant 
species; common dolphins and NZ fur 
seals (with the exception of the much 
‘rarer’ NZ sea lion). Each species is quite 
different in how it interacts with the trawl 
fishing operations, and their behaviour is 
quite different around the fishing gear. 
Over the next few issues we will focus on 
each species and give a quick summary of 
how these mammals, the vessel captains 
and Deepwater Group manage these 
interactions. This will include work that 
has already been done as well as the 
ongoing work to continuously improve 
practises to try and reduce the risk of 
incidental captures of these species. 

New Zealand fur seals are the most 
common species, and with growing 
numbers more and more are seen around 
the vessels each season. They are also 
widely dispersed over the NZ deepwater 
fishing areas.  The seals are very inquisitive, 
and smart enough to know where and how 
to get their next meal brought to them!  
(However  not always smart enough to 
avoid being caught in the gear).  

Fur seals and fishing overlap in several 
important fisheries, particularly the West 
Coast and Cook Strait hoki fisheries and 
the southern blue whiting (especially 
Bounty Islands) fisheries. MPI figures for 
the 2010/11 fishing year of observed 
captures (dead as well as released alive) is 
68 and it’s estimated by statistical model 
across the deep-sea trawl fleet that 376 
(95% c.i.:221-669) captures occurred in 
that year  

Mitigation for marine mammals is difficult, 
and even more so for fur seals, they can 
interact with the trawl during the active 
fishing operations (when the gear is at 
depth) or most often during hauling and 
shooting when the net is close to the 
surface and any fish in the net are an easy 
target! They follow vessels, hear the 
familiar sound of the winches working, and 
seem to be right on hand when there are a 
large number of vessels in one area. Seals 
move from one vessel to the next during 
the hauling and shooting operations and 
when the trawl arrives close to or on the 
surface (MPI observers comment at times 
30 animals or more) some are climbing/
riding right up on top of the codends 
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Mabel and I are both now the proud 
owner of one big egg. We will be 
incubating the egg for the next 90 days. 
Mabel is off looking for a few feeds, 
she might be gone for a week or more 
and covers a few thousand miles, while 
I am ‘stuck’ on the nest! Damn, egg has 
already cost me my opportunity to meet 
Royalty; the Prince of Wales was at the 
Seabird Smart Awards. Great for the 
joint winning skippers to meet him. The 
Southern Seabird Solutions Trust has 
done a great job, getting the Prince as 
their Patron. 

My long range scouts tell me the 
scampi boats using the triple rig trawl, 
have started testing net height 
restrictors on the middle net which can 
remain open when hauling, while the 
port and Starboard nets are closed. 
Those crazy mutton bird cousins of 
mine have more time and room to dive 
into the open centre trawl. Net 
restrictors are short lengths of rope tied 
between the footrope and the headline 
to reduce the headline ‘ballooning’ 
open. I am getting requests from the 
mutton birds for more operational 
support and asking if my long range 
scouts could somehow cut the 
restrictors prior to the mutton birds 
diving on the net, just the sort of stupid 
idea I would expect from those crazy 
kamikaze cousins,  What! 

Sealord appears to have started raring 
black backed gulls. This little lady is 
using a bin full of trawl nets for a great 
nesting place in the Sealord gear 
storage yard in Nelson.... 

This year my newsletters will not always 
be about us ‘bird-brains’ I will also be 
sharing some ‘tasty titbits’ on those 
‘pesky seals’ as well.  The Cousins and 
I often share ‘free-feeds’ at the back of 
the big steel ‘lunch-boxes’ with seals, 
but sometimes we turn into the meal!  
Slippery buggers those seals you know, 
no honour amongst thieves, when it 
comes to ‘free-feeds’ what!  

Chow Albert 
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ripping fish out as the trawl is pulled 
right up onto the trawl deck!. 

The DWG has well documented 

mitigation procedures for seals, and a 

training programme delivered to all 

vessels. The most effective mitigation is 

limiting the amount of time the trawl 

gear is close to (or on) the surface and 

getting the trawl gear out of the water 

and on deck as quickly as possible. Other 

procedures like not discharging offal/fish 

waste, and removing any fish-bits/waste 

stuck to the trawl so the net is clean of 

fish when shooting, helps reduce the 

attraction to the trawl. Not mending  

meshes during the haul and not towing 

the trawl close to or on the surface when 

turning (doors up turn), unless the net 

wing-ends are closed, can also help to 

reduce the risk of capture. 
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The joint winners of the 2012 Seabird 
Smart Awards represent the future face of 
New Zealand’s fishing industry, two young 
men who go to great lengths to reduce risks 
to seabirds that may be injured or killed 
through foraging for food at the back of 
fishing vessels.  

The prestigious conservation award was 
presented last month to Zak Olsen of 
Whangarei, a 23-year-old skipper on 
Sanford long-liner FV San Kaipara, and 
Adam Clow of Whitianga, a 26-year-old 
skipper who contract fishes on long-liner 
FV Southern Cross for OPC Fish & Lobster.  

The Awards are managed by Southern 
Seabird Solutions Trust. Their chief judge 
and Trust Convenor, Janice Molloy, says it 
recognises those who demonstrate 
leadership or innovation in their approach 
to minimising risks to seabirds while 
fishing, as well as commitment to best 
practice seabird smart fishing methods. 

“Our joint winners are both great young 
role models when it comes to seabird smart 
fishing practice. They both have a strong 
personal interest in seabirds and do 
everything in their power to avoid harming 
them while they are fishing. Their passion 
and actions have positively affected the 
attitudes and behaviour of others on their 
vessels and in their fleets. This is the 
leadership we are looking for.” 

After the Awards’ presentation, Zak, 
Adam, Brian and Southern Seabird 
Solutions Trust members met the Prince of 
Wales at a “Conservation  

Champions” reception held at Government 
House in Wellington. 

Prince Charles was in New Zealand with 
the Duchess of Cornwall as part of the 
Diamond Jubilee celebrations for Queen 
Elizabeth II. During his visit, it was 
announced he would become the Trust 
patron. “This is great news for the 
Southern Seabird Solutions Trust,” says 
Trust Chair Bill Mansfield. “Prince Charles’ 
involvement in environmental issues, 
including seabird conservation, is well 
known throughout the world.  We are very 
honoured to have his support for the 
Trust’s work.” 

Brian Kiddie, owner and operator of an 
inshore fishing boat based in Tauranga was 
named an Awards’ finalist and Jack 
Fenaughty, Managing Partner, Silvifish 
Resources Ltd and Peter Fullerton, Vessel 
Observer, Sealord were Highly 
Commended. 

 

‘Coke-can’ Albatross egg and hen’s egg 

Albatross only lay one egg; which is 
around 8% of the adult birds weight, 
incubation is between 75 and 85 days. 


