
A total of 21 vessels in the squid fishery 
reported 131 seabirds captured. These 
captures include all reported dead and 
released alive seabirds, from captain’s 
vessel reports and MPI observer reports 
which include warp, net capture and vessel 
superstructure impacts. Note that neither 
vessel reports, nor deck strikes are used in 
model estimates of total seabird captures, 
only observer reported warp and net 
captures are. This season (Feb 1-17 May) 
saw SQU1T and SQU6T get 46% MPI 
observer coverage. A total of 3090 tows 
from both 1T and 6T fisheries were 
undertaken for the period.  

This season we had the highest observer 
coverage and lowest seabird capture 
numbers since we started collecting this 
information in 2005/06. This data shows 
the fleet has reduced their overall capture 
numbers and capture rates, increased the 
number of birds that are being released 
alive, while the observer coverage 
continues to increase. There will always be 
fluctuations and seasonal changes in 
capture numbers but there has been a 25% 
reduction in capture numbers over the past 
three seasons compared to the earlier three 
seasons. Further, this is in the face of 
increased reporting rates from unobserved 
vessels, which are now 2-2.5 times better at 
reporting than in the past. 

This season seabird reports were submitted 
twice weekly combined with the SQU6T 
tow reports, saving vessels sending a 

separate seabird report and the time and 
cost for any follow-up. Using the SQU6T 
tow reporting form, starting from 1 
February does mean we miss out on some 
early season SQU1T seabird capture data 
during January. However, the consistent 15
-week reporting period has allowed us to 
compare seabird capture numbers and 
rates over the same period for each of the 
last seven seasons.  

DWG seabird capture data collected from 
1 February to 17 May 2011 (the majority of 
the SQU6T and SQU1T season) shows a 
37% decrease in reported seabird captures 
over the previous (2010/11) season and a 
40% decrease based over the past seven 
year average capture numbers.  

We also have very few vessels with 
multiple captures, with most vessels ending 
up with a ‘handful’ of captures for the 
season. There were fewer numbers of 
released alive captures when compared to 
the two previous seasons at 31% 
(2010/11= 36%, 2009/10 = 49%). The 
overall lower capture number and smaller 
percentage of net captures (which make up 
the released alive component of total 
captures) coupled with a slightly higher 
percentage of warp strikes resulted in lower 
numbers of birds being released alive. 
Over seven seasons an average of 35% of 
birds have been released alive. 

This season there were only 88 seabird 
mortalities reported by the fleet during the 
15-week period! 
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“Don’t get warped — trawl for fish, not birds” 

Albert’s Column 

Mabel and I are lying back in the sun, 
and cruising around the Chillan 
coastline. Any day now I will ’lodge’ a 
flight plan back to that ‘cold rock’…we 
call home, only good thing about 
heading back home, not long after we 
arrive its mating season, yes! It’s my 
favorite time of the year. What! Followed 
by 12 months of living-hell; incubating, 
guarding, nesting and feeding the little 
blighter until it fledges! 

The NZ Seabird National Plan of Action 
(NPOA) draft submission has been 
released for feedback, basically outlines 
how ‘you-lot’ are going to have to give 
‘us-lot’ a bit more ‘love and respect’ 
over the next five years… I am picking 
they have done a pretty thorough job of 
this NPOA. (It took 3 years and 2 re-
writes for the chattering classes to 
agree and get it out the door) so not a 
bad effort really…. What! That seabird 
‘risk assessment’, that everyone loves 
to hate, forms part of the information 
required to manage the NPOA! Of 
course you need to be a rocket scientist 
to fully understand it…… it calculated 
that somewhere between 0 and 
1,000,000 seabirds are killed each year 
in NZ…… got to love those computer 
models……!  

Last squid season, we had very few 
casualties, I attribute that to my great 
leadership skills, I run that HQ like a well 
oiled machine…. I told you if I sent those 
crazy mutton-birds off to protect their 
chicks from those sneaky ‘mutton-
birders’, it would mean less carnage out 
on the squid grounds! That worked a 
treat, the lowest seabird captures rate 
ever…. those big steel lunch boxes 
didn’t even get one of those ‘pesky’ sea 
lions either, second year running! Can’t 
catch birds, can’t catch sea lions, 
‘OMG’, what happens if next season 
they can’t catch fish either…. No Free 
Feeds… What! I think these deepwater-
fishermen are well ahead of the NPOA. I 
am feeling the ‘love’ already.  

Chow Albert 

 
Figure 1: Squid trawl fishery MPI observed seabird mortality by species group, 2004-2012. Source: DOC 

(Note: albatross warp capture numbers plummet a*er mi+ga+on device introduced in 2005/06)  
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Seabird SMART Awards —

enter now! 

Visit me at albertross.co.nz or 

email  albertross@fishinfo.co.nz 

Missing from this season was the usual 
high captures of sooty shearwater 
(mutton birds). With albatross and petrel 
captures around ‘normal’ levels, the 
much lower overall captures figures was 
due to the lack of mutton-bird captures 
in the fishery. Reports are of birds being 
in very good ‘nick’ this season and 
mutton bird chicks being very ‘plump’ so 
it appears there may have been plenty of 
‘natural’ food about. The seasons when 
mutton bird chicks are dead or ‘starving’ 
in their burrows, tends to coincide with 
those with higher fishing seabird 
captures. 

There were 13 warp captures this season, 
i.e. albatross warp fatalities, three more 
than last season. While this is still a low 
number, with the majority being white 
capped albatross, as warp strike/captures 
are always fatal it’s a bit disappointing to 
see an increase, considering the overall 
low number of captures this year. As in 
most years, it’s just a couple of vessels  
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that have warp strike capture events and, 
generally, the cause is easily identified and 
can be quickly rectified, as were the two 
vessel incidents this season.     

When comparing seabird capture rates, we 
compare captures by fishing effort 
measured in numbers of tow each season. 
The capture rate for this year was 23 tows 
per seabird capture, a 34% improvement 
on last year and the second lowest rate for 
the seven seasons. 

Department of Conservation (DOC), via 
the MPI observer program, provides 
information on the species mix, number 
dead and number released-alive from all 
observed squid tows. We know from MPI 
observer figures released by DOC that the 
two main groups of seabirds captured this 
year were:  albatross - 52 (primarily white 
capped), and petrels - 46 (primarily white-
chinned). It’s unusual (twice in the last 
seven seasons) for sooty shearwaters 
(mutton birds) to not have similar 
numbers and, as mentioned early in this 
report, with only eight captures, this was 
the primary reason for the season’s very 
low capture numbers! 
 
 
 
 
 
Entries are open for the 2012 Seabird 
SMART Awards, the industry’s 
opportunity to publicly acknowledge those 
who go the extra mile when it comes to 
seabird smart fishing in New Zealand.  
“It could be an individual or a crew, a 
manager or a company, working on the 

water or providing support from the 
land,” says Janice Molloy, Trust Convenor 
of Southern Seabird Solutions which 
manages the Awards. 
The 2012 Seabird SMART Awards, which 

are sponsored by Sealord, Sanford and the 

Ministry for Primary Industries, will also 

mark the 10th anniversary of the Southern 

Seabird Solutions Trust. Janice says a 

prestigious event is being planned to raise 

awareness of the winners’ achievements, 

and that winning comes with a great prize 

and plenty of kudos. 

2010 Supreme Award winners – skipper 
Ted Goomes and the crew of Sealord 
deep-sea trawler F.V. Thomas Harrison – 
felt a real sense of pride when they were 
publicly acknowledged for their hard 
work. 

“The crew had put so much time and 
effort into testing and trialing ways to 
avoid capturing seabirds. It was good for 
fishers to get positive press for a change,” 
says Ted. 

Nominations close late October. The 
nomination process is quick and easy. Visit 
www.southernseabirds.org or email 
info@southernseabirds.org for more 
information. 
The Seabird SMART Awards are proudly 
sponsored by Sealord, Sanford Ltd and the 
Ministry for Primary Industries. Southern 
Seabird Solutions Trust is financially supported 
by the New Zealand Seafood Industry Council, 
the Department of Conservation, WWF and Te 
Ohu Kaimoana. 
 

 
Last Seabird Smart winners; John Saxon, Ted Goomes (Captains F.V Thomas Harrison) with 
Bill Mansfield & Phil Heatley . Photo: Lance Lawson Photography 


