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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

Department of Conservation.  The 

handbook addresses eight groups of Carol Scott, Chief Executive Officer 
protected animals such as turtles, of Challenger Finfish Fisheries 
seals, seabirds, rays and dolphins.   Management Company, came up 
Each section provides background with the idea of an illustrated vessel 

From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, on the main species likely to be handbook on protected species for 
MBE (Mighty Big Eater)

encountered by inshore fishers, the inshore fishing vessels.  “The 
What's the best way to be adopted and 

main causes of capture, and interaction of commercial fishing 
welcomed into NZ? Dress up as an emperor 

mitigation and safe release options activities with protected species is 
penguin, what! It's amusing how you lot fell in 

by fishing method.   The handbook inevitable as fishing grounds 
love with that penguin, for-god-sake, you 

also provides clear guidance on the coincide with their habitats. Many of 
would think he was the last one left! You know 

legislative framework and statutory these animals are attracted to fishing 
there are around 200,000 breeding pairs? 

requirements with which inshore vessels which they see as the source 
This young penguin is lucky to be alive, 20% of 

fishers must comply.   of an easy meal or they coincidentally 
chicks die within their first year without 

How and where vessels operate and occupy the same space as fishing 
travelling to NZ!

the fishing methods used will gear.
I first thought he might be a “sandwich short of 

determine the mitigation options and In the last few years we have seen 
a picnic”, he did get horribly lost, then mistook 

range of protected species that may significant advances and new 
beach sand for ice, but then I thought maybe 

be encountered.  The handbook knowledge in ways to reduce the 
he saw you lot coming...special enclosure, 

includes a vessel management plan accidental capture of these animals 
around the clock top flight medical care, the 

template to enable skippers and and better safe handling and release 
best King Salmon 'steaks', all that 

crew to record the best practice to be practices as our inshore industry 
international media coverage; you can tell I'm 

implemented on the vessels in develops a best practice approach.  
a little envious, but after all this pampering, I 

relation to protected species.  This emerging knowledge combined 
am taking bets on how many days the poor 

wi th  more mar ine 
bugger will last when you let him go....good 

spec ies  becoming 
luck to him!

protected in 2010 
I've been getting some international media 

meant that it was timely 
inquires myself asking what I am doing about 

t o  p r o d u c e  a  
NZ's appalling 'estimated' 38,000 yearly 

nationwide handbook” 
POTENTIAL seabird captures. This was 

said Carol.
published by the chattering classes after they 

Funded by all the 
completed the seabird risk assessment work 

i n s h o r e  f i n f i s h  
recently. Well....I always say, 'made-up-

commercia l  sector  
numbers' are easier to talk about than real 

o rgan isa t ions  and 
ones! 

S e a F I C ,  t h e  
I told the chattering classes, if your computer 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
models are not right, don't go viral with the 

h a n d b o o k  w a s  
outputs....as usual the reality of real numbers, 

developed by Kate 
is hidden in the fine print....as always the devil 

Bartram of Shoal Ltd, 
is in the detail! Look at all the fuss over one 

based on previously 
penguin; I would be revising your potential 

publ ished repor ts ,  
38,000 estimated captures, down a bit, or they 

indust ry  codes of  
will all want the special treatments afforded to 

p r a c t i c e ,  f i s h e r s ’  
Happy Feet!

knowledge and helpful 

i n p u t  f r o m  t h e  Chow Albert 

Protected Species Handbook 
for Inshore Fishermen



Implementation of good practices that 

result in fewer protected species 

interactions demonstrates a responsible 

seafood industry.  All inshore finfish 

vessels should have copy of the handbook 

on board.

“The handbook is also a useful reference 

for other sectors, groups and local 

communities who may be unaware of the 

practices of commercial fishers and the  

voluntary and responsible actions they 

implement to mitigate the effects of their 

fishing activities on protected species” 

said Carol.  

Contact SeaFIC reception: 04 385 4005 

email  to 

request a copy.

showing thousands of them huddling 

The Emperor penguin is the tallest and together in freezing,  bli zza rd- like, 

heav iest  of all penguin spec ies,  conditions. Perhaps best known for the 

reaching 122cm in height and weighing number of long journeys undertaken 

between 25 to 40kg. When hunting for each year in order to mate and to feed 

fish, krill and squid it can remain their offspring, Emperor penguins trek 40 

underwater for up to 20 minutes and to 110km over the ice to breeding 

dive down to 550m. It can dive this colonies.

deep due to unusual haemoglobin. To 

function at low oxygen levels it reduces 

its metabolism by shutting down non-

essential organ functions and reducing 

its heart rate to 15 beats/minute. Their 

average lifespan is 20 years and some 

individuals may live to 50 years of age.

Emperor penguins pair/mate for life, 

breeding starts at three years of age, 

the female lays a single egg, which is 

incubated by the male while the female 

returns to the sea to feed. Mortality rate 

of chicks is 20% in the first 12 months, 

but this rate dramatically reduces for 

adult birds. 80% of the population is 5 

years and older. Both sexes take turns 

foraging at sea and caring for their 

chick. If one of a breeding pair dies or is 

killed during the breeding season, the 

surviving parent must abandon its  

young and go back to the sea to feed. 

The only penguin species that breeds 

during the Antarctic winter, we often 

see these birds in TV documentaries 
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

This cousin is also known in NZ as 
the Takapu

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

If you know the name of this bird then 
email your answer, name, postal 

address and date of publication to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

The cousin of last month:
Broad-billed Prion

The Emperor Penguin:

Egg is 12 × 8 cm and vaguely pear-

shaped.

Population is estimated at about 

500,000. 

Colonies are visible from space. In 

2009 scientists using satellite 

images, scientists discovered ten 

previously unknown colonies in 

Antarctica.

Predominant land predator of chicks 

is the Southern giant petrel, 

responsible for up to 30% of chick 

deaths in some colonies. 

Other predators include the leopard 

seal and the orca (killer) whale.

DID YOU KNOW?


