
f i sh ing  gear  as  qu ick ly  as  
practicable, more positive measures 

While work has continued with are needed to further reduce seabird 
offal and warps to reduce the interactions with nets. Several are 
risk of strikes in the 'warp being investigated, but stopping 
danger zone' the other area of seabirds diving into our nets will 
concern is seabirds attacking need a solution that is 'outside the 

From the desk of Admiral Albert the net when it comes to the square'. So, come on you ‘smart  
Ross, MBE (Mighty Big Eater) surface and is hauled aboard. gear guys’ out at sea there,  get  your 

These are mainly smaller seabirds thinking caps on and get these birds Tally-ho chaps and chapesses, we're 
such as petrels and muttonbirds out of our business!famous. Well, one of us is! An old 
(ie: shearwaters). The main 

mate of mine Chris Carey (AKA Dear Albert,attractant is food. They react to the 
Captain Carefree) hit the big time …The newsletter is an informative sights and sounds of the net being 
and gained worldwide recognition for publication and goes a long way to winched aboard and dive under his invention 'The Scarecrow'. Don't 

educating the general populace who the water to take fish out of the know about you, but just the mention 
remain relatively ignorant with codend. In doing so, some get of the word 'scarecrow' scares the 
r e g a r d s  t o  s e a b i r d s  a n d  caught in the net or meshes. squid guts out of me! I gave the 
fishing….However, I notice you are Reducing their suicidal behaviour blighter the idea of calling it Captain 
pandering to the 'greens' by agreeing will be challenging. Chris Carey's Carefree Cunning 

Contraption, but apparently that had Unlike the warp zone where 
too many blasted c's in it. Be a vessels can find ways to reduce 
bugger to be all at 'C', if you catch my the amounts of offal in the water 
drift. Dunno why it's called 'The ahead of the warps, vessel 
Scarecrow', because there aren't operators canot remove the net or 
many of them out here, but I guess the fish out of the water to avoid 
'TheScarebloodybigAlbatrossesand this seabird feeding behaviour. 
cousins' is a bit of a mouthful for them While vessel operators already 
landlubbers. mitigate interactions with these 

small seabirds by hauling the 
Well, the flock is very proud of him 
and those people from WWF think 
he's bloody marvellous, what! I 
always knew that boy had tendencies 
towards the 'Green side'!

We don't often get interesting letters 
here at Flock HQ, but this one tickled 
my feathers so I included it in this 
month's issue. These Molly Mawk 
cousins of mine think they should be 
called albatrosses - bloody cheek if 
you ask me! I am with you brother, 
bugger the PC Police and call a 
spade a spade  not a turf dissection 
ins t rument .  What ,  i f  g rea t -
grandfather Tross hadn't flown the 
coop and gone off with that 
muttonbird all those years ago we 
wouldn't have these second-class 
citizens in our ranks today! Anyway, 
don't get me in a flap! Enjoy the 
issue..    - Albert
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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

A mystery weekend for two!!

Design and trial the best warp or net 
mitigation device or offal control 

program and you will win a trip for 
two for a luxurious weekend.

Send your design to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

FREE FEED!FREE FEED!

2006 Smartgear winners with Jim Leape, WWF's Director General, during the Awards 
Ceremony in Brussels (L-R: Kristian Zachariassen, Chris Carey, Michael Herrmann)



with them in the naming of your 
cousins. True Albatrosses like the 
Royals and Wanderers have the 
g e n e r i c  n a m e  D i o m e d e a .  
Mollymawks are generically named 
using Thalassarche.  Mollymawks 
may be related but they are not true 
albatrosses and until recently when it 
has become touchy feeley and PC to 
do so, have always been called 
Mollymawks. It's like calling a zebra a 
horse and vice versa.  Zebras may 
look a bit like horses and they may be 
related to horses but zebras ain't 
horses!
Ed: But they all belong to the 
(Albatross) family DIOMEDEIDAE 
what has 4 parts or genera; 
(Diomedea, Thalassarche,
 Phoebastria and Phoebetria)

Chris Robertson, an internationally 
recognized expert in seabird 
behaviours and Past President of 
the Ornithological Society of New 
Zealand, has been working with 
seabirds for many years and has 
undertaken autopsies on seabirds 
returned through the MFish 
Observer Programme. 

Chris has been asked by the industry 
to assist us to further reduce seabird 
deaths. He is undertaking a seabird-
behaviour monitoring programme 
around trawlers to find out what 
conditions attract seabirds to the 
stern of particular vessels and not 
others. His study includes assessing 
sea and wind conditions; vessel 
types, offal types, species of bird 
attracted and their patterns of 
feeding behaviour. Using detailed 
data on bird behaviour through a mix 
of trained observers (courtesey of 
FAS) and  video footage will help us 
understand what  causes a flock of 
birds to move on to one particular 
vessel and not others.

Understanding seabird feeding 
behaviour will help us design and 
implement better mitigation and 
avoidance measures. 

Seabird behavioral patterns.

Chris Robertson
Past President Ornithological Society of NZ Inc.
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

The cousin of last month was the
Northern Royal Albatross 

DID YOU KNOW? 
-Muttonbirding on the Titi Islands is a 
long established family right available 
only to the Ngai Tahu and Ngtimamoe 
tribes also known as Rakiura Maori

-The deed of purchase for Stewart 
Island entered by the Queen in 1864, 
recognized this right and these 
Muttonbird or Titi Islands were set 
aside to allow people from these 
tribes and their descendants to 
continue muttonbirding. 

-The Sooty Shearwater “Titi”, also 
known as the muttonbird, is a member 
of the petrel family, with dark brown 
plumage and silvery white markings 
under the wings.

-It is estimated there is a global 
population of 40,000,000- 60,000,000 
muttonbirds. They breed in late 
November on the mainland and 
offshore islands of New Zealand, 
Australia, South America and South 
Africa.

-A muttonbird produces just one egg. 
It comes to the islands each year 
where the soft ground means it can 
dig a burrow to nest in.

-In New Zealand the muttonbird 
harvest traditionally begins on April 1 
and runs until May 31 each year.

-Up to 500,000 birds are harvested 
each season, with up to 250 people 
on the islands at any time, each bird 
can fetch $7 or $8 dollars.
(Southland Times)

 

To learn more go to www.albertross.co.nz and pick up this month’s issue

Most commonly caught bird in trawl nets.
If you know the name of this bird then email your 

answer, name, postal address and date of 
publication to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap and 
the “Field Guide to New Zealand 

Seabirds”.
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