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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

(SLED) and following other MFish  

operational and reporting conditions.  
Squid season is an important time of 

To achieve this discount each vessel 
the year here at Deepwater Group Ltd 

may have their SLEDs are checked by 
(DWG).  While much of the fishing in 

fisheries officers and/or observers.  
SQU 1T (mostly on the Snares Shelf) is From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, The SLED may be damaged at sea but 
relatively easy to manage, in the MBE (Mighty Big Eater) must be maintained to the specification 
SQU6T (Auckland Islands) fishery 

at all times, hence vessels carry at 
things start getting a little more 

least one spare. MFish endeavour to The squid season is underway. Things are quiet 
complicated.  The fishery is managed 

observe at least 30% of SQU6T tows.  at HQ and I haven't had many cousins reported 
around sea lions.  The Government 

In recent years, 40-50% of tows have ‘missing-in-action’ thus far.
sets an annual Fishery Related 

been observed.  Prior to entering the 
Mortality Limit (FRML) that requires the Fishing is currently poor in SQU1T. The SQU6T squid fishery DWG oversees the pre-
fishery to be closed if this number is (Auckland Islands) fishery started on 1 Feb and season check of all the 50 or so SLEDs 
estimated to be reached.  This year the not much is happening there either. One positive registered with MFish to ensure that 
FRML is set at 68 sea lions. MFish sets is the squid price is high, thanks to poor each and every one meets the 
a “strike rate” used to calculate the catches/landings of squid in Argentina and the standard set.
effect of fishing effort against the FRML: Falkland Islands. 
for every 100 tows in the SQU6T 

The discount factor reduces the strike My long range scouts are tracking all ~20 factory fishery, 5.65 sea lion mortalities are 
rate from 5.65% to 3.67% and, if all processing squid trawlers. I need to know where deemed to have occurred and these 
vessels achieve the discount factor, the best ‘free feeds’ are, then I can direct the flock are counted towards the FRML 
this allows 1852 tows in the fishery to the ‘tastiest morsels’ of offal, What! There's a (confused?).  Based on an FRML of 68 
before the FRML is reached (now misconception held by some that the ‘big steel and a strike rate of 5.65% this allows 
you're really confused?). lunch boxes’ have dramatically reduced 1203 tows in the fishery (still 

discharges of offal and fish waste, placing us on confused?).  But wait, there's more!
Quota owners have agreed to allocate a compulsory diet. I wouldn't stand for that; What! 
tows on a pro-rata basis so that a pro-

Vessels can receive a 35% “discount” At HQ we split the squid fleet into three types of rata proportion of the tows are 
on the “strike rate” by deploying an vessels: the larger fish meal vessels have taken allocated to each ACE holder These 
approved Sea lion Exclusion Device most of the squid guts off the menu, it was only 

enough for an entree anyway; the smaller 

vessels pack most squid whole, so we don't get a 

lot of squid guts there either; but we still get the 

full ‘banquet’ of ‘free feeds’ from offal as a result 

of processing the by-catch species mixed in with 

the squid. Two thirds of the squid fleet are without 

meal plants and either hold offal in ‘batches’ and 

discharge at intervals, or mince offal into a 

soup/slurry and pump it overboard. ‘Seafood 

Chowder’, Yum!

All these methods help reduce the risk of seabird 

captures, by limiting the time we have access  to 

‘free feeds’ in the warp danger zone! 

Chow  Albert 

Squid Season 2010/11

Richard Wells and his new sea lion friend both tired of all the Sea lion talk



are then allocated to vessels and, therefore, 

the usual the benefits of ITQ apply, in a 

strange way, via tows. 

The squid season is also the time of most 

seabird captures due to the overlap of 

breeding seabirds foraging for food to feed 

their chicks, long daylight hours and the 

large fishing fleet in the southern ocean.  All 

of these factors compound to increase the 

risk of capture, so all vessels have to have a 

well-managed offal control system and 

deploy multiple mitigation devices at all 

times of high risk.  Each vessel is required to 

report twice weekly the number of tows 

undertaken in SQU6T plus any seabird 

captures.  Sea lion captures are reported 

A S A P  w i t h  e a c h  c a p t u r e  b e i n g  

“investigated” by the DWG, likewise when 3 

(or more) seabirds are captured in one deploy devices for as long as possible 

day  DWG checks, with the help of the throughout the shooting/fishing/hauling 

vessel  operator ,  the ind iv idual  process.

circumstances. Also, during the months 

before the season, most vessels partake It also emphasises that these devices are 

in a training programme.  This covers all only one component of the regime to avoid 

best practices for seabird and marine or  mi ti ga te  fi sh in g- re la te d se ab ir d 

mammal mitigation and works through all interactions. Adhering to VMPs is as 

of the squid season rules and reporting equally important.  With the squid season 

requirements just underway this is a good time for 

operators to ensure all crew are familiar 

John Cleal, with their VMP requirements. 

 Environmental Liaison Officer

The MFish sheets are available on:

Over the past two years the Ministry of 

Fisheries has produced a series of 

in format ion sheets  focused on 

compliance. The series has been 

developed as part of the “informed and 

assisted” operating model with each 

addressing a specific issue.  It is hoped 

the information will help operators to  

comply with fisheries legislation.

Sheet 6 addresses the use of seabird 

mitigation devices used by trawlers >28m 

in length.  It highlights the importance of 

their use and encourages operators to 

MFish Compliance Fact Sheets Http://www.fish.govt.nz/en-nz/ 

Commercial/Compliance+Information/defa

ult.htm
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

Feeds aggressively behind the Southern 
Ocean factory trawlers.

BE IN TO WIN: 
Albert Ross’ cap and the “Field Guide to 

New Zealand Seabirds”

If you know the name of this bird, email 
your answer, name, postal address and 

date of publication to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

The cousin of last month:
 Northern Royal Albatross

! The White-capped Albatross, during 
its breeding season, feeds over the 
Snares Shelf and Auckland Islands

! They mainly breed on (over 70,000 
pairs) on Disappointment Is, some 
breed on Adams Is, Auckland Is, and 
Bollons Island

! They are aggressive feeders around 
fishing vessels, with higher capture 
rates than most other albatross 
species

DID YOU KNOW?
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