
This season many vessel 
operators decided to have in 
place a zero offal discharge 
policy by mealing all squid 
offal, in order to reduce 

From the desk of Admiral Albert seabird mortalities.
Ross, MBE (Mighty Big Eater)

Making fishmeal from squid 
I say chaps and chapesses, the produces a very low quality 
pie cart is still open for business product and, if the meal does not 
and a few of the squid vessels are have the required properties, it 

The diagram below shows the use still fishing.  I've never seen so can be worthless. 
of a road cone made buoyant by many bird scaring devices 

While there is a combination of three floats used to anchor the hanging off the back of those big 
things that can increase or Australian tori line.  By all accounts steel lunch boxes before.  Bloody 
decrease warp strikes, the more it is more stable, keeps the back-frightening at times.  The blighters 
offal you can send to the meal bone steady, and aligns itself better make it hard to get a clear shot at 
plant and the less offal / fish waste with the warps, compared with the the food right behind the vessel, 
you discard, the less likely your windy buoy used in NZ. Vessel but there's still some food further 
vessel is to attract seabirds. operators have flexibility under NZ back behind the warps, much 

regulations as to what can be used, safer feeding there, what!  More of Fishmeal produced from squid 
and this cone design could be  well the flock survive to feed another has a high fat content and low 
worth trying.day! protein levels.  This high 

fat content significantly Our scouts noticed that, for no 
reduces the value of the apparent reason, many of the 
meal.  The gut sacks vessels took the devices down for 
from squid are high in fat parts of the day.  That made it jolly 
and if the gut is mealed easy to get a free feed, but it had 
on its own, or with only its risks.  Still, no point losing your 
other squid offal, the risk head over it and besides, a juicy 
is that the meal may be piece of squid guts makes the risk 
worthless. worthwhile!
Mixing whole squid 

Couldn't figure out why they and/or finfish by-catch 
sometimes let us 'in'  until F.I.S.T offal with the squid guts 
(Flock's Intelligence and Security w i l l  p r o d u c e  a  
Team) intercepted a message marketable f ishmeal 
from Wellington that made it all product. 
very clear: they were trying to see 

Mark Ireland (Premium how many more of us they could 
Proteins Ltd) has had “knock over” without bird scaring 
some successes selling devices!  Bloodthirsty lot those 
squ id -based  b rown  Wellington buggers!  Load of 
coloured meal with up to scientific twaddle if you ask me.
14% fat content and has 

Well, you could have knocked me delivered reasonable 
down with a feather.  Previous returns from this squid 
intelligence had told us they were meal to vessel operators.
trying to help us!

Fishmeal Vessels

Australian Float/Cone for a Tori Lines

May 2006 Issue 4ALBERT    IMEST
“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

A mystery weekend for two!!

Design and trial the best warp or net 
mitigation device or offal control 

program and you will win a trip for 
two for a luxurious weekend.

Send your design to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

FREE FEED!FREE FEED!

Australian Float/Cone used for a tori lines



Cone/Float Construction

Where to From Here?

1. Drill a hole (longways) through 
opposite feet on base of a road cone 
(buy it, don’t steal it!)
2. Insert small (4”) then medium (6”) 
float into the cone making sure that 
the holes align with the hole in the 
top of the cone.
3. Thread manline backbone 
through the top of the cone through 
the floats.  Top of the cone points 
towards the vessel stern.
4. Tie the end of the manline off on 
the eye of the large float (10”) and 
insert the float into the base of the 
road cone.
5. Pull on the manline to pull floats 
tight in the cone.
6. Pass a length of rope through the 
eye of the float and the drilled holes in the feet of the cone. 

7.Tie off the rope (tightly) at both 
feet so that the rope holds the float 
firmly in place.

As the squid season draws to an end 
and the vessels disperse into a 
multitude of different fisheries, a 
review of the Vessel Management 
Plans is due.  This will involve 
assessing the effects of the 
mitigation devices and the offal 
control measures, and will compare 
these with the 2005 squid season.  
We expect the results of the warp 
strike trials to be available by July.

The next step is to address offal 
control in the finfish fisheries.  With 
much greater offal volumes, different 
approaches to offal control are 
needed.  We intend to keep the 
seabird weekly reporting going so 
we can monitor seabird mortalities in 
the various finfish fisheries.

Some of the issues which will need 
to be addressed before next squid 
season are: adding value to the 
fishmeal derived from squid, 
improving the mitigation devices, 
and looking to increase the number 
of vessels that hold offal during 
fishing operations. 

Chris Robertson
Past President Ornithological Society of NZ Inc.

Produced by Clement & Associates Ltd
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz
www.albertross.co.nz
Ph (03) 545 7020

ALBERT    IMESTPoseidon Pacific Ltd
Fishmarrket Holdings Ltd

Southern Storm Fishing Ltd
Maruha NZ Corporation Ltd

WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

The cousin of last month was the
Salvin's Albatross

DID YOU KNOW?

Chris Robertson

 
New Zealand's most plentiful 
seabird is probably the sooty 
shearwater (Puffinus griseus), 
commonly  known as  the  
'muttonbird' or 'titi'.  It has been 
estimated that there are more of 
them breeding at The Snares 
alone than there are seabirds of 
all varieties in the North Sea (UK 
& Scandinavia).  Each year these 
'muttonbirds' of ours migrate to 
the Northern Pacific during our 
winter.

40 = the greatest number of 
pieces of plastic found in a 
'muttonbird' gizzard (small 
grinding bag below the stomach) 
from a bird returned from NZ 
fisheries by-catch.  These plastic 
pieces would have been mainly 
collected in the North Pacific.

Reputed to be one of the world's 
most numerous seabirds, the tiny 
plankton feeder, Wilson's storm 
petrel (Oceanites oceanicus) 
breeds on the Antarctic continent 
and some subantarctic islands.  
They migrate each year to the 
northern hemisphere for the 
northern summer.

 

To learn more go to www.albertross.co.nz and pick up this month’s issue

This is a large albatross which can fly up to 
1800km in a day when on migration.

If you know the name of this abatross then 
email your answer, name, postal address 

and date of publication to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’s cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”.
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