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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

Murray Williamson of South East Resources Ltd was named the winner in 2007.

From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross,
MBE (Mighty Big Eater)

Hell, it's all good news this issue! I have
advised the flock to “nominate a cousin”
for the Seabird Safe Awards. This is a
great promotion for me and the cousins.
Winning the award will be a great honour!
Just to be sure I get the “kudos”, I have
nominated myself, as you do!
Not sure about the couple of “old shags”
used in the promophoto! One of us
Royals would of been better. What!
Another great honour (not mentioned in
the promo) is that I will interview you and
put your photo with the award in my
newsletter. Now that's exciting! What!

But some real good news! I have just sent
a courier pigeon to all the cousins: Our
good friends the Chatham Island
Albatross has just been removed from the
IUCN Critically Endangered list, they are
now classed “vulnerable”. The Chatham
Albatross lives on a breeding site known
as “the Pyramid” a stack of rocks in the
Chathams. This Pyramid-rock was offaly
badly damaged during a storm in 1985,
wiping out most vegetation and nests.
Because of the wipe-out of the only place
they breed, they were listed as “critically
endangered”. Reports that the vegetation
is improving and their numbers are
increasing, has led to the down-listing to
“vulnerable”.

The Squid season has come to an end,
again offaly good news! Only half the
number of cousins were lost in action,
compared to last year!

Hey, I need to find a “mate” who
nominates me, it can be even one of
those chattering classes; we don't mind
the good ones amongst our ranks! What!

Chow !

Albert

S e a b i r d S a f e A w a r d
Nominate a mate!

Kiwi fishermen can be a bit reluctant
to push their own barrow, so if you
know someone who is going the
extra mile to reduce seabird
interactions, then nominate them for
the 2010 Seabird Safe Award, says
DeepWater Group Fisher ies
Specialist, Richard Wells.

“It may be a skipper, crew member or
in fact the whole crew who takes
care to make sure seabirds aren't at
unnecessary risk from fishing. Or it
could be a shore-based manager or
in fact a whole company that has
shown excellence in their efforts to
promote seabirds safety,” continues
Wells, who is also a Southern
Seabird Solutions Management
Committee Member.

The Seabird SafeAward is managed
by Southern Seabird Solutions Trust
w i th sponsorsh ip f rom the
DeepWater Group, Sealord and the
Ministry of Fisheries.
Nominations close on 31 July, and
Wells says they are hoping for a
great response.

“We know there are fishermen
across New Zealand who are
working hard to make fishing safer
for seabirds. For these committed

people, knowing that they're making a
difference is often reward enough, but
the Seabird Safe Award offers all of us
within the industry the chance to
recognise and promote good practice
and great role models.”

The winner of the inaugural Seabird
Safe Award in 2005 was Charles
Hufflett of Solander Fisheries of
Nelson. They were one of the first
companies in New Zealand to begin

Going the extra mile

http://www.albertross.co.nz


systematically collecting and reporting
incidental seabird captures and mortality
and they made deploying tori lines
standard within their fleet long before it
became mandatory.

Murray Williamson of South East
Resources Ltd was named the winner in
2007 for his forward-looking work in
developing offal mincers and commitment
to ensure mincers were placed on all of
their trawlers.

Williamson says reducing offal to slurry,
combined with tori lines, bird bafflers and a
vessel management plan has proved
successful in mitigating bycatch of
seabirds. He encourages fishermen and
companies to enter the Seabird Safe
Award, or nominate others who are going
the extra mile to reduce their seabird
problem.

“I think this award is a great idea - so many
people don't realise that fishermen love
seabirds. It was a great honour to win and
get that kudos.”

The nomination process for the Seabird
Safe Award is quick and easy and judges
are looking for nominees that demonstrate
awareness, passion, best practice,
innovation and leadership when it comes
to seabirds and seabird mitigation. All
nominators go in the draw for a prize draw
of liquor and petrol vouchers. Visit

for more
information.

As well as industry and public recognition
of their efforts, the winner of the 2010
Seabird Safe Award will hold the trophy
and enjoy a mystery weekend away for
two.

The winning entry doesn't have to be
rocket science or require a big
investment of money it could be simply
a great attitude and approach, says
C h r i s C a r e y , f i s h e r m a n ,
conservationist and Southern Seabird
Solutions Management Committee
Member.

Several years ago Carey won
international accolades for his
Carefree's Cunning Contraption
(CCC), a device he'd invented to
reduce the risk of large seabirds hitting
vessels' trawl warps.

“It's been Kiwis and in particular Kiwi
fishermen who have led the way
global ly in innovative seabird
mitigation techniques, be they devices
like the CCC or bafflers, or by their

modified fishing practices as shown by
the very successful individual vessel
procedures in the deepwater trawl fleet,”
says Carey. “I think we can be very proud
of what we have achieved so far and
goodness only knows what's around the
corner.”

There is more information and a flyer
encouraging nominations on the

website.
Nominations can be submitted either on
the nomination form (down loadable from
the Trust website) or simply by email or
letter Make sure you check the
instructions and nomination criteria on
the Trust website.

Email:

Postal address:
2010 Seabird SafeAward,
Southern Seabird Solutions Trust,
PO Box 6102,
Wellington 6141.

Kiwi ingenuity

So go ahead and nominate a mate!

Closing date for nominations is 31
July

The 2010 Seabird Safe Award is
sponsored by Sealord, DeepWater
Group Ltd and the Ministry of Fisheries.
Southern Seabird Solutions Trust is
financially supported by the New Zealand
Seafood Industry Council and the
Department of Conservation.
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WHICH COUSIN OF MINE IS THIS?

They can eat to such excess at times that they are unable to fly and rest
helplessly on the water.

Fairy Prion.

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap and the
“Field Guide to New Zealand Seabirds”

If you know the name of this bird then email
your name, answer and Albert Times issue
number to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

Last month’s cousin was a


