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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

DoC Birds - Johanna Pierre (left) Stephanie Rowe (right)

From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross,
MBE (Mighty Big Eater)
Its game on - those big steel lunch boxes
are providing us with the “free feeds” we
need to feed our families. I have the long
range scouts covering all the main squid
tow areas to maximise our share of the
offal.

I hear those mutton bird cousins
of mine are in better condition this year, so
the mutton bird season may be better than
last year’s, when they were dying of
starvation in their burrows. Hopefully, if
they are better fed they might be less
inclined to dive en masse into those squid
trawls. Messy business that...last season
the little buggers were everywhere, getting
in our way. What!

My mates at DWG tell me the fleet are
doing a good job of following their vessel
specific VMPs and that all vessels are
reducing interactions with the cousins.
There's no doubt the pressure has come
on from MFish & within the industry over
the last few years to ensure all vessels
improve their offal management and
operational procedures.

I keep telling those chattering classes to be
reasonable - common sense goes a long
way down here, we don't want any “bird
brain” ideas around stopping offal
discharges from fishing vessels or
stopping fishing. Hell, things are harsh
enough without cutting off the gravy train
altogether. What! As long as all vessels
follow the well-known seabird mitigation
practices, seabird captures will be kept at
minimal levels, and we all get a safe feed -
everyone's a winner. There will always be a
few of the cousins that take a hit when
trying to get a “free feed” it's called survival
and it's the way it is down here. Crickey,
that's deep.....

ChowAlbert

kamikaze

Now Extinct!! Well moved on to
greener pastures perhaps...

Albert Times has been supported
by DoC, not only with funding but
also with information & articles
written by Johanna Pierre.
Johanna has recently left DoC,
adding to the departure a few
months earlier of Stephanie
Rowe (Johanna's “partner in
crime”). No matter what you think
of DoC, these two birds have
really gotten out amongst the
fishing community, made contact
with fishermen and been very
clear on what they want to do and
why, rather than staying hidden
behind the walls of their
Wellington office.

For deep water vesse ls ,
Johanna, has invested DoC-
money and a lot of time looking at
real operational issues, testing
m i t i g a t i n g d e v i c e s a n d
procedures that have provided
useful information and put to bed
others (that don't work). Johanna
has pro-actively helped to really

reduce seabird captures.
Projects through the CSP,
managed by Johanna, have
been ongoing over past years
and have included: mitigation
d e v i c e s , o f f a l c o n t r o l
procedures, batching discharge
trials, net capture trials and
f u n d e d m u c h o f t h e
environmental learning resource
training programme.

Johanna got out and amongst
the industry, worked well, was
always up front and she
delivered. Her and Steph even
set up and ran meetings around
the country wi th inshore
fishermen over dolphins. They
took a pasting at times but at
least they had the guts to front
up.

Both brought their own very
practical approach to seabird
mitigation and how to adopt the
best practices to reduce seabird
interactions. They could always
back it these ideas up with real
data obtained from at-sea trails
and from observers, and they
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provided useful data for the industry
t o ana l yse and to mon i t o r
interactions.

Albert wishes them well in their new
careers and all the best for the future.
All of the cousins will miss their
enthusiasm and support.

The DeepWater Group Ltd (DWG)
environmental vessel crew training
programme started two years ago. Its
main aim is to pass on DWGs best
environmental practice procedures to
the senior crew of factory trawlers.
DWG, SITO, DoC and MFish all
support the programme and
recognise the importance of

delivering this information directly
to crew, reducing the room for any
confusion or misunderstanding
around how to adopt industry best
p rac t i ce p rocedu res . The
programme is written in several
languages and, with the use of an
interpreter, crew on foreign charter
vessels also benefit from the
training. This year all deep sea
trawlers over 28 metres and auto
long liners are included in the
programme.

The inclusion of the “seabird unit
standard” into the training also
provides kiwi crew with a NZQA
qualification. This year to date,
most of the domestic and foreign
charter fleet have participated.
Sanford and Sealord domestic
fleets have also placed many
crews through the programme.
With new species being intro-
duced into the Marine Stewardship
Council (MSC) programme, a
requirement of which is the
management and monitoring of
incidental seabird interactions,
crew need to understand the
importance of environmental
issues and how they can act to
minimise captures and inter-
actions. Delivered to crew during

the port call the key principles
covered are: environmental effects
of fishing, respecting restricted
areas, minimising the impacts of
fishing, recording, and reporting.

The sharing of information around
the fleet about offal control,
mitigation devices and gaining
feedback from the crew on
operational issues is also invaluable
and keeps the DWG in contact with
those at sea. The training is free of
charge for all deep-sea vessel senior
crew, with funding from SITO, DoC,
MFish and the DWG this partnership
is producing some real results.

Crew Environmental Training Programme
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WHICH COUSIN OF
MINE IS THIS?

Its bill is black with bright yellow
upper and lower ridges.

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap
and the “Field Guide to New

Zealand Seabirds”

If you know the name of this bird then
email your answer, name, postal

address and date of publication to
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

The cousin of last month: White
Capped Albatross

The petrel family, which includes
shearwaters and albatrosses,
has tube shaped nostrils at the
base of the beak which allows
them to process seawater. Unlike
most other birds (except the
turkey vulture) they have an
excellent sense of smell. Just as
scent guides them to their own
nest burrows at night during the
breeding season, so it helps
them to find food out in the open
ocean.

DID YOU KNOW?


