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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

SSS photo competition, Gibson's wandering Albatross is by 
Peter Langlands  

 

Calling Seabird Smart Snappers

There is also a chance to involve 
Get your eye in and your 

the kids with a category especially 
cameras out over the coming 

for young people.  
summer.  The Southern 
Seabird Solut ions Trust  “The photo competition has 

From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, Seabird Photo Competition is highl ighted New Zealand's 
MBE (Mighty Big Eater) on, promising to be bigger and seabirds while also promoting 

better  than  ever. fishing practices that avoid seabird It's that time of the year again. The ladies 
injuries and deaths,” says Trust are all a bit sore after laying an egg the size With over 240 entries received 

of a 'baseball'. Mabel and I take turns Convenor Janice Molloy.  “Few 
in 2008 the competition is going 

(round 4/5 weeks) to incubate the egg for people have the opportunity to see 
from strength to strength.  

the next few months, once hatched the both seabirds at sea so these photos 
Southern Seabirds Solutions 

of us will be flat out feeding the little blighter! also offer a glimpse into the lives of 
Trust encourages all those 

some of these charismatic 
interested to get snapping over I'll have to keep myself well groomed just in 

animals.”
summer.  Keep your eye on the case some budding photographer takes a 

snapshot of me for the SSS photo website early next year for New Zealand Geographic editor 
competition. Fishman Cameron Long from details of how to enter and find and competition judge James 
the FV.Amaltal Enterprise won the overall out what prizes are up for grabs Frankham said, “Photographing 
grand prize and the fishermen's category .  fast -moving seabirds f rom 
last year. He won a 'fist full of cash' so all or email unstable fishing boats in often 
you fisherman get your cameras out and severe weather offers one of the  
start snapping!  You're often in the best most diff icult challenges a Cameron Long, last year's position to take good photos of seabirds 

photographer can face. Anyone winner of the Fishermen's and with great prizes up for grabs it's worth 
with a shot in focus is to be category, also scooped the your while to enter. 
congratulated. But the shots that overall prize with a stunning 
s tood  ou t  were  those  o f  Well what can I say 'Lesbian Albatrosses' shot of a Salvin's Albatross 
exceptional beauty, behaviour or and 'Gay Penguins'. I'm with the Pope on taken in February, about 30nm 

this one, I'll have none of that on my watch, insight. Some presented birds in a off the South Island East Coast.  
WHAT! I hear those chattering classes in 
Wellington are right into it. No place for that 
sort of carry on down in the Southern 
Ocean. Though one of the long range 
scouts lost his partner last year, he has 
requested a transfer to the Hawaiian colony 
of Laysan albatrosses. He reckons all 
those females are screaming for his 
services. He may get a shock.   

For all those cousins of mine and fisherman 
out on the 'old briny' over the Christmas 
period, good fishing and Merry Christmas 
to you all. 
Thanks to Janet and Annalise for turning 
my scribble into readable text and Daryl for 
the great cartoons. Remember No January 
issue. You can all join me in the launch of 
the new Albert Times web site in Feb, catch 
you all next year. 

Merry Xmas; Albert 

Www.southernseabirds.org

info@southernseabirds.org

 



way we've never seen them before, 
others played with light, water and 
reflected birds on the wing.  They are 
powerful images, some of which may 
greatly contribute to the preservation 
of seabirds under threat.” 

Thanks go to Te Ohu Kaimoana for 
their support of this project.
Amie Sinden Southern Seabird 
Solutions (SSS)

Lesbian Albatrosses

Charles Darwin argued that sexual 
preferences can shape the progress 
of evolution, creating displays, such 
as the peacock's tail, that are 
inexplicable by natural selection 
alone. 

It's safe to say, however, that he engage in same-sex interactions to 
did not anticipate the lesbian facilitate group bonding, or female 
albatrosses of Hawaii, let alone the Laysan albatrosses that can remain 
gay penguins of New York. pair-bonded for life and co-

operatively rear young.” 
Homosexuality is so widespread 
among some animal species that it Almost a third of chick-raising pairs 
can reshape their social dynamics of Laysan albatrosses were found to 
and even change their DNA, be all female in one Hawaiian colony. 
according to the fi rst peer- Although they did not raise as many 
reviewed  research on the subject. ch icks  as  ma le -female pa ir s,  
From mammals to snails, and females that shared parenting did 
e v e n  n e m a t o d e  w o r m s ,  much better than solitary females. 
homosexual behaviour is almost If these birds seem like paragons of 
universal across the animal  parental rectitude, in other animals, 
kingdom. homosexual behaviour is more 

fleeting  but even more common. For 
“The variety and ubiquity of same- bottlenose dolphins, about half of 
sex sexual behaviour in animals is male sexual encounters are with 
impressive.  Many thousands of other males, while one study of the 
instances of same-sex courtship, bearded vulture showed that as 
pair bonding and copulation have many as a quarter of mountings 
been observed in a wide range of were male-to-male. 
species, including mammals, 
bi rd s,  re pt il es , am ph ib ia ns , Chinstrap Penguins in captivity can 
insects, molluscs and nematodes. form long-lasting same-sex pair 

bonds and engage in same-sex 
Animals engage in same-sex sexual  behav iour ,  inc lud ing 
activity for a variety of reasons, copulation.
ranging from the need for an 
alternative child-rearing strategy 

Many of the great Albatross species to mistaken identity”. 
don’t start producing eggs until 15 

“But that is different from male years of age.
bott lenose dolphins, which 

DID YOU KNOW?
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

This is a big bird, also the males 
and females look alike.

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

If you know the name of this bird then 
email your answer, name, postal 

address and date of publication to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

The cousin of last month: 
Southern Royal Albatross

Laysan Albatross  


