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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

The Mollymawk vs Albaltross thought  to  be  f rom the i r  
willingness to take a baited hook Debate
or their lack of fear of humans What's in a name?  Is it useful or 
when landing on vessels.  Another relevant to distinguish between 

From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, early version was 'mallemugge', the 'great albatrosses' and the 
MBE (Mighty Big Eater) the name given to the Arctic smaller 'mollymawks' or should 

fulmar, an abundant seabird that Spring is in the air  and the flock is return- we simply lump them together 
swirled around boats, reminding into a single group and call them ing home; sadly minus a few cousins that 
whalemen of the tiny midges that 'albatrosses'?  disappeared off the coast of Chile. Poor 
whorled around a lamp.  It is The most recent scientific  buggers! What!
perhaps a testimony to the Dutch revision divides the family into My scouts tell me the Deepwater Group 
influence in New Zealand that the four distinct groups with common has the new Version 4 VMP out and it’s 
name mollymawk has persisted names including the  great being individually updated by the 
here. Historically, the names a l b a t r o s s ,  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  

deepwater factory fleet. The V4 VMP has 'mollyhawk' and 'mollymawk' have albatross, sooty albatross and 
new reporting trigger points for seabirds. been used interchangeably, and mollymawk. 
From  now on  vessel operators will report still are in New Zealand. The Mol lymawks are southern 
to DWG   when 3 albatrosses/mollymawks Coll ins Dictionary ascribes hemisphere birds and amongst 
are  captured in 24 hrs and or 5 shearwater 'mollyhawk' to the juvenile form of countries that host them it would 
or petrels in 24 hours: or when 10 birds are the black-backed gull, while the seem that only New Zealand has 

Oxford dictionary of New Zealand retained this official common captured in any 7-day period. 
English ascribes it to trawlermen's name.  The Falkland Islands (a So far the year is off to a ripper with a 
parlance for fish-stealing birds.UK dependency) also uses it, but moderate increase in the hoki TACC,  
T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  c l e a r  Australia, Chile, Argentina, South which means more free feeds for the 
di f ferences between great Africa, Namibia and dependent cousins. 
albatrosses and mollymawks on territories of the United Kingdom The SITO/DWG Learning Resource has 
the basis of which it would seem and France all seem to refer to 

been updated with added Longlining appropriate to maintain the them under the generic term 
information plus the SITO seabird unit distinction between them in the 'albatross', or 'albatros'.  
standard information has been added. literature, scientific reports and The name came from the Dutch 
Vessel crews can now gain the seabird unit oral communications: 'mallemok', meaning 'foolish gull', 
as well as catch up on the latest 
environmental best practice standards and 
DWG operational procedures. Training 
will be delivered  to crew during port calls 
and will start in late October. This is a free 
service offered to all deepwater vessels and 
it is hoped most of the deepwater fleet will 
be covered over the next 8 months.
The other news is my mate Rob has been 
investigating if those second rate cousins 
(mollymawks) of mine deserve to be called 
albatrosses. To me, we Royals and 
Wanderers are a cut above the rest. The old 
Mollys are like those ‘other’ cousins, you 
know the ones you stay with when you're 
taking the family out of town (for a free 
bed) but otherwise wouldn't pass the time 
of day with. They don’t have the blue 
blood, you know.   Chow,  Albert 

Port side of  FV San Waitaki’s bird  baffler - (credit Sanford)



Genetics: DNA analysis shows they 
are two distinct groups 
Size: Mollymawks are noticeably 
smaller than great albatrosses.
Colour pattern: Mollymawks have 
black backs. Great albatrosses have 
white backs.
Population: Mollymawks are 10-20 
times more abundant, on average.
Breeding: Most mollymawks produce 
an egg every year while great 
albatrosses generally produce an egg 
every second year.
N e s t i n g :  M o l l y m a w k s  b u i l d  
substantial nest platforms out of earth, 
which are re-used every year. Great 
albatrosses build mounds afresh each 
Season from vegetation.

Institutions like DoC, MFish, SSS time. Industry best practice is that 2 
and others are consciously letting devices should be carried on board 
'mollymawk' slip into disuse by and the captain should deploy the 
increasingly referring to this distinct device most suited to the prevailing 
group of birds as albatrosses. DoC conditions to scare birds away from 
argues that New Zealand needs to the warp danger zone. Also, during 
'catch up' with the rest of the world times of increased risk the skipper 
in this regard and references the can deploy a secondary device. 
international Agreement for the  When you get around the fleet and 
Conservation of Albatrosses and look at these devices you also notice 
Petrels (ACAP), which does not (like cars) there are a few BMW's, a 
use 'mollymawk', as the new heap of Falcons/Commodores and a 
standard. few Ladas & Daewoos about. The 
What's your view? Let Albert know, main thing is that it should be 
at[ ] constructed to suit the vessel and the 

captain/crew must identify when it's 
Mandatory Trawling Mitigation time to deploy a more suitable device, 
Devices (vessels > 28m) or even to double up during times of 
The seabird scaring devices came heightened risk. To date we have not 
into force back in 2005 with the seen anything better than we have 
mandatory use of the tori line. The now to scare the birds away from the 
specifications were clearly not warp danger zone. 
suited to the New Zealand Fishing 
conditions nor to the deepwater A n e c d o t e :  a  b l a c k - b r o w e d  
fleet. mollymawk that strayed up to the 
In April 2006 they were amended North Atlantic in 1967 has lived 
and the three current seabird around Scotland ever since. 
mitigation devices were regulated Nicknamed 'Albert Ross' by the 
into force.  The bird baffler, warp locals, he's lived as a bachelor there 
deflector and paired streamer lines for 42 years, though not for want of 
are the 3 mandatory devices, one of  trying - he's tried to woo local gannets 
which must be deployed whilst many times.  
fishing. All 3 devices have Five species of great albatross and 
advantages and disadvantages ten of mollymawk frequent New 
depending on the vessel, fishing Zealand's waters and all but three 
conditions and bird behaviour at the breed in New Zealand territory.  
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

These cousins stick to the ‘east 
side’ of... Of New Zealand

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

If you know the name of this bird then 
email your answer, name, postal 

address and date of publication to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

The cousin of last month: 
Cape Pigeon/Petrel 


