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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

Hutton’s Shearwater
artificial burrows, and feeding 

The Hut ton 's  shearwater  them until fledged, ensured these 
(Puffinus huttoni) is an endan- birds returned to a new safer 
gered seabird that breeds only in location. The site needs to have 
the Kaikoura ranges. Little was From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, predator-proof fencing. All this 
known about the Hutton's MBE (Mighty Big Eater) takes work and money so the 
shearwater until 45 years ago Hutton's shearwater charitable 
when Geoff Harrow made My long range scouts tell me the new trust was established in early 
contact with a deer hunter who VMP has been released to the factory 2008 and has raised $200,000 for 
came across masses of bur-vessel fleet. Vessel operators need to the predator-proof fence to date, 
rows. Some were 1800 m above personalise the VMP to suit their individ- with plans for the fence to be in 
sea level. Geoff was hoping this ual vessel’s operations. My mate Richard place by the end of the year. 
was the breeding grounds of the Wells is still running around like a head- Returning birds that were relo-
elusive Hutton’s shearwater.  less chicken attending seabird meetings cated to the site between 2006-
Over the next ten years he found trying to ensure common sense prevails. 08 will be protected by it. A 
a further seven colonies scat-Poor bugger, he thought he could work newsletter, ‘friends of Hutton’s 
tered in remote locations. Years through all the issues with those chatter- shearwater’ and a website have 
later when Geoff revisited some ing classes so as to put the seabird issues been set up. If you wish to 
of these breeding colonies he to bed. As the “Tui” ad goes, “Yeah Right”. become a member of this founda-
found pigs had totally destroyed Those chattering classes just keep on tion contact the trust on their 
six of the eight breeding colo-“flying and shitting”-  that's their job. There website.   
nies. Two sites remained only are a lot of greenies involved and it's hard www.huttonsshearwater.org
because they were protected by to tell who is acting for MFish and who 
massive waterfalls.  Action was works for F&B. What! Dirty Little Secret
required to save the species and 
the establishment of a third The Forest and Bird magazine Susan Waugh fired a few shots at MFish 
breeding site near the township August issue had an article in the August issue of the Forest & Bird 
of Kaikoura was considered the named “Dirty Little Secret” written magazine, and quoted a few outrageous 
be s t  wa y  f o r wa rd .  B y  by  Mar ina  Sk inne r ,  w i th  figures. Luckily, the numbers were so 
translocation of the chicks to information and comments by wide of the mark it was just a joke! But at 

least you know where she's coming from - 
others are not so forthright and prefer to 
shit on you from a great height.

A good news story is the Hutton's 
shearwaters (they've got a few brains, 
unlike their crazy sooty shearwater 
/mutton bird cousins). Hutton's don't 
seem to follow the boats or dive on those 
nets and you have to wonder why?  And 
why they choose to nest halfway up a 
mountain above Kaikoura is beyond me. 
As much as we albatrosses hate those 
pesky seals we at least don't have wild 
pigs trying to run us out of town. What! I 
like these little buggers. It will only cost 
you a few bucks to become a “friend of the 
Hutton's”. Go on, it's for  a good cause.

Chow,  Albert Hutton  shearwater  © DoC



Susan Waugh.  Susan knows a thing 
or two about seabirds, but after 
quoting huge capture numbers, 
which when tabled  were dismissed 
as rubbish by Mfish and DoC she 
again spills these numbers out of 
context to sensationalise the article.
While NZ fishers still have room for 
improvement, I hardly think that our 
modern (world-leading) fisheries 
management procedures are so poor 
that we have a “dirty little secret”.  
In most cases we lead the way, and 
we have to really, being the “seabird 
capital” of the world and its hardly 
likely that we're lagging behind in best 
practice measures. 

Because we are the “seabird recording, but the numbers of real 
capital” of  the world we have world interactions are declining.
thousands of birds interacting with In the longline fishery all known best 
our  fishing vesse ls and our practice seabird mitigation devices  
mitigation measures have to be have been implemented and are 
bullet proof to be effective. We are fully regulated, including offal 
also working with bulk fisheries; control.
many are low value hence the The trawling fleet has implemented
need for smaller, cost-effective VM Ps  to  al lo w o ff al  co nt ro l 
vessels, and many of these are not measures to be tailored for individual 
capable of  fish mealing the waste vessels. The VMP is audited by 
product. Offal and fish waste has to MFish observers each time they are 
be discharged, creating  a food placed on a vessel. Vessel operators 
source and attracting thousands of also carry out internal reviews. 
bi rds a round  the vesse ls , Tossing around capture numbers, 
depending on the area and  time of  like 2 million petrels or 15 000 
year. Interactions with fishing gear albatrosses being damaged or killed 
are very low. Despite the captains’ by trawl  fisheries this year is 
best endeavours deploying all best extraordinary. These types of  
practice measures, at times their computer  generated numbers,  
sheer numbers and aggressive based on  modelling exercises, are 
behaviour regrettably ends with too often believed  and it's only when 
some seabird captures. the numbers are so absurd that they 

cannot be accurate that you wonder 
It is naive to think that the numbers how often this type of  work leads us 
of birds actually being captured is all astray.
increasing when the numbers of 
vessels fishing is decreasing, as 

Hutton’s don’t  breed until they are 
quotas and returns diminish. 

aged 6 to 7 years old  and live to  an 
Reported capture numbers may 

excess of  30 years.
be increasing in response to 

They can gain altitude at speeds of 
improved  MF ish  obse rve r  

up to 45 km/hr to reach their 
coverage and associated data 

mountain burrows and have been 
tracked at speeds of  50 km/hr.
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

Despite these cousins having a 
“chequerboard” look about them, 

they are not known to play 
chequers.

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

If you know the name of this bird then 
email your answer, name, postal 

address and date of publication to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

The cousin of last month: 
Salvins Mollymawk 


