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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

Seabirds  and  Squid There were only 13 warp 
Squid season seabird capture captures this season (al l  
data collected from 1 February  mollymawks), slightly higher than 
to 17 May 2009 (the majority of the previous two seasons. The  

From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, the SQU 6T and SQU 1T sea- warp capture numbers may be a 
MBE (Mighty Big Eater) son) show a  28% increase in the reflection of the higher overall  

total seabird captures over the captures recorded this year, It's a beautiful sunny, calm day in Nelson 
previous (2007/08) season, for which has remained minimal  harbour at the annual blessing of the 
some unknown reason. Petrels relative to  the high numbers scallop and hoki fishing fleet. I take this 
accounted for most of this. Many recorded prior to 2005-06. The time to think about the cousins who have 
vessel captains commented that commencement of mandatory perished during the year. My scouts have 
higher numbers of very aggres- mitigation devices, the VMPs intercepted the numbers of captured 
sive birds were feeding around implemented by the DeepWater seabirds recorded during the squid 
the vessels this season. This Group Ltd (DWG), plus work season.  Despite the vessels running 
could have been a poor season done by vessel operators and their mitigation devices and offal control 
for birds feeding. Professional fishermen, has resulted in these systems my plan to “throw everything we 
mutton bird harvesters also low levels of warp strikes over had” at them, paid off and we got away 
reported a very bad season, with recent fishing  seasons.with plenty of “free feeds” 
many starving chicks in the 

A total of 22 vessels in the squid burrows.I hear the “bell toll” for those lost at sea 
fishery reported incidents of Evidence  from MFish observer and the lone bagpipe plays as the Nelson 
seabird captures twice weekly to records shows that twice as crowd stands silent in prayer for the lives 
DWG. Forty percent of  SQU 6T many seabirds (mostly petrels) of the 800 people lost at sea over the 
and 1T tows were covered by were released alive this season years. My thoughts are with the cousins,  
MFish observers  during the 15 compared to last season. knowing that my orders to increase the 
week reporting period. A total of  Although higher numbers of effort this year to get those free feeds  has 
3317 tows  was  made. seabirds were captured the cost the lives of  many!

actual numbers of birds dead 
While of the cousins were captured this Reporting from un-observed this season was similar to that of 
season trying to get at those “free feeds”,  vessels improved again this last season. 
far more than ever were released alive 
and  the end result was around the same 
number “lost at sea” as last year. Among 
them two dozen albatrosses and 
mollymawks, poor buggers! The rest 
were those crazy diving kamikaze mutton 
birds and their petrel mates. Luckily this 
year the fishermen released 100-odd 
alive. We attacked 3,300-odd fishing tows 
during the season, the toll could  have 
been a lot  worse!

The sea is a harsh environment and all 
who work there face the hardships and 
pleasures it provides us. While there are 
always going to be accidents in this quick 
changing environment, too often we see 
the results of basic, well known, best 
practice procedures not followed. These 
can have devastating consequences.

Amen:  Albert 

Fatal Seabird Captures by Squid Vessels: 2004/05  to 2008/09
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season, over one third of all seabirds 
reported were from unobserved 
vessels. 
The reporting rate has improved 
significantly over the past 4 seasons. 
Two vessels with MFish observer 
coverage recorded no seabird 
captures. This shows that vessels do, 
and can, complete voyages without 
incident. Another vessel completed 
197 tows, had 78% MFish observer 
coverage and recorded only 5 
seabird captures!  
We compare annual captures by 
looking at the trend in the number of 
mortalities per tow each season. We 
know from observed figures released 

by DoC, that approximately 37%   
of all birds captured in 2009 were 
released alive. (This is almost 
double the average of past years).  
The three main groups of seabirds 
captured were: mollymawks 
(p r ima r i l y  wh i t e  capped ) ,  
shearwaters (primarily sooty i.e. 
mut ton b i rds)  and petre ls  
(primarily white-chinned). 

In comparison to last year the 
n u m b e r s  o f  a l b a t r o s s e s ,  
mollymawks and shearwaters 
remained similar but the numbers 
of petrels captured doubled (for 
some reason we cannot explain) 
and this accounted for the major 
difference between this season 
and last. The large increase in 
seabirds released alive (again 
mainly the petrels) meant that 
overall the total number of dead 
birds recorded this year was only 
10 more than last year. 

The overall increase in seabird 
interactions talked about this year 
resulted in many vessels recording 
multiple numbers of seabird 
captures when normally we only 
have a handful of vessels with 
larger numbers.
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

These cousins don't breed on the 
Chatham Islands.

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

If you know the name of this bird then 
email your answer, name, postal 

address and date of publication to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

The cousin of last month: 
Buller’s Mollymawk / Southern 

Bullers Mollymawk

Although genetically similar, 
Gibson’s Albatross  usually has 
pa ler  p lumage than the 
Antipodean Albatross.

The Northern Royal Albatross 
colony at Taiaroa Head on the 
Otago Peninsula is the only 
albatross colony on New 
Zealand's main islands.

They usually mate for  life and 
start breeding at around 6-10 
years old, each pair raising one 
chick every  two years. The 
males arrive at the nesting site 
first to prepare the nest.

Royal albatrosses usually live 
for up to 35 years, but 
“Grandma”, one of the first birds 
to breed at Taiaroa Head, was in 
her early 60's when she raised 
her last chick. In January 2007, 

thToroa became the 500  chick to 
be born at Taiaroa Head, one of 
Grandma’s grandchildren. 

DID YOU KNOW?


