
instances, circumstances do arise 
where its feasability can be 

Seabirds interactions are now a  
precluded by large catches, 

p a r t  o f  t h e  m a n a g e m e n t   
production issues and factory layout.  

considerations for the squid 
fishery, the same as sealions 

Finding other methods of handling 
have been for a while. The 

larger volumes of fish waste, and 
Ministry  now considers whether or 

From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, releasing this waste into the water 
not seabirds might be adversely MBE (Mighty Big Eater) away from the warp danger zone,  
affected, when making any 

are priorities.  Sanford has recently 
management recommendations to 

trialed the ‘JWC Muffin Muncher’. 
the Minister of Fisheries.Well I've just finished having a squawk 

with our legal rep, Bruce Ross. Who 
As an industry, we must show that This unit was fitted in line with the would of thought it, but these days if you 
all steps have been taken to offal discharge chute and reduces want to compete in this fishery (even for 
minimise seabird mortalities. the offal into small particles. The o f f a l )  you  need  c l eve r  l ega l  

rationale is that these small representation, damn shame really!  Paying lip-service to seabird issues 
Whatever happened to just helping segments will be difficult for birds to 

is no longer acceptable. Vessel 
yourself to a free feed! sight and grasp, and therefore not 

operators must manage these 
constitute an attractant. While the 

issues responsibly. The efforts The ladies over at the breeding colony unit can cope with small volumes on 
undertaken this season by vessel say the chicks are now big balls of a trial basis, it is not designed in its 
operators and crew to reduce feathers and are demanding more food; 

this is no time for those big steel lunch seabird interactions is now part of 
boxes to be leaving the squid grounds.  t h e  n e e d  f o r  c o n t i n u o u s  
Our chicks need free feeds! improvements and the momentum 

needs to be  carried forward into 
I demand to be consulted with. Bloody next season and into the finfish 
bureaucrats! What, even big Bruce 

fisheries.
Ross, who knows every quill in the book, 
cannot keep up with these fisheries 
legal requirements. Mind you, all the 
extra work is not all bad for him, see he's While “batching” offal in the squid 
got a new cliff top nest with his own season is a viable option in most 
personal landing strip this year! 

How can I be expected to write a FMP 
(Feeding Management Plan) for the 
flock, when those buggers in Wellington 
keep changing the number of sea days 
vessels are tossing overboard free 
feeds!

I hear this year the squid fleet may be 
granted a few more tows to enable the 
fleet to catch their quotas, that new 
Minister  must  of  received my 
submission asking for an extended 
season, see he may allow the fishermen 
a few more of those pesky sealions too! I 
like the cut of that man's cloth, What!  
Never trust a sealion, that's what I say - 
they're often seen with the odd feather 
stuck in their teeth, bloody mongrels! 
Good riddence is what I say, didn't need 
a lawyer to get a free feed before those 
sealions started squawking.

Seabirds firmly on the Ministry's Radar
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                 Sanford trials to mince offal (AKA ‘Muffin Muncher’)
                      Showing the final ground offal ready for discharge.

A mystery weekend for two!!

Design and trial the best warp 
mitigation device or offal control 

program and you will win a trip for 
two for a luxurious weekend.

Send your design to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

FREE FEED!FREE FEED!

“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”
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DID YOU KNOW? 
The myths surrounding albatrosses 
have a lso  imposed fear fu l  
superstitions. These myths may 
have their origins in earlier writings, 
such as Samuel Taylor Coleridge's 
Rime of the Ancient Mariner.

Written in 1798 and 141 verses 
long, it tells a fantastic tale about a 
tragic voyage of discovery. The 
albatross is central to the poem's 
theme after being killed by a sailor at 
sea the voyage of the vessel is then 
plagued by mysterious events.

Amazingly, Coleridge had never 
been on a sea voyage and he had 
never seen an albatross.

In his own words, the poem was a 
work of “pure imagination” (Go to 
the Albert Ross website, where 
Albert has selected just the verses 
that tell the albatross story).

In 1959 the Calpean Star bound 
from South Georgia whaling station 
to Norway, had a run of misfortunes. 
A wandering albatross destined for 
a zoo in Germany, died onboard. 
The vessel was eventually forced 
into Liverpool with engine troubles.  
Once in port, the crew not willing to 
continue - they insisted on being 
paid off immediately. 

 

To learn more go to www.albertross.co.nz and pick up this month’s issue

of f - the-shel f  form to handle 
operational volumes of offal. 

It's early days yet and the next logical 
progression of these trials is under 
consideration.

This squid season all vessels have 
agreed to operate under Vessel 
Management Plans (VMPs) using 
fishing and processing practices 
des igned to  reduce seabi rd  
interactions with the trawl warps. The 
industry's Seabird Liaison Officer, 
John Cleal, is available to assist and 
review VMP operations.
    
Vessels undertaking warp-strike 

mitigation trials are audited to 
ensure their operations are fully 
compliant with the conditions of the 
VMP, that offal control and mitigation 
measures are in place, and that 
crew have been briefed on the use 
a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  
procedures.

All vessels  also provide weekly 
seabird mortality reports to the 
Seabird Liason Officer.  These 
reports allow the Liaison Officer to 
monitor interactions; to assist vessel 
operators to improve their practices 
by offering advice; to pass on helpful 
information between vessels; and to 
ensure that the vessel is doing all it 
can to minimise further seabird 
interactions.

By routinely monitoring these 
conditions any problems can be 
quickly addressed and not left to the 
end of the season, thus ensuring 
that this season has far less seabird 
mortalities than previous seasons.

Information gathered can be then 
used to further increase the 
knowledge on the causes of these 
interactions, so allowing for 
improvements to be made in the 
future.

Seabird Monitoring & Vessel Audits

Chris Robertson
Past President Ornithological Society of NZ Inc.

Last month’s cousin  was the

Chatham Albatross (Thalassarche eremita)

Which cousin of mine 
is this?

Named after a British Museum seabird 
expert of the late 1880s

If you know the name of this albatross 
then email your answer, month of 

newsletter, name and postal address 
to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”.
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