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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

Recognition at Last! bring about better management 
of seabird mitigation.  Four years of investment and 

work by industry to reduce While this is an ongoing process, 
seabird captures in the deep and while some could do more 
water trawl fisheries and to lift the than they have current ly 

From the desk of Admiral Albert awareness of seabird issues is committed to, mostly its good 
Ross, MBE (Mighty Big Eater) starting to pay off. Over that news for seabirds. Deepsea 

period, mandatory mitigation trawl fisheries have seen some The cousins have to push hard this year 
devices have been introduced by encouraging results. The latest to get “free feeds”, the chicks are quite 
MFish, industry has developed MFish newsletter “The Bite” big now and need plenty of tucker! I 
and implemented new seabird (March issue) highlights the have ordered the troops to attack the net 
mitigation operating procedures seabird issues and the work that and rip out whatever they can as the net 
(i.e  Vessel Management Plans)  has been undertaken. In the is getting hauled, even during shooting, 
and has implemented the Auckland Islands squid fishery,  if there are enough “stickers” in the net. 
development of a training and total seabird captures were down We need to get “stuck in”, What! I told 
seabird learning resource for n e a r l y  7 0 %  i n  2 0 0 6 / 0 7   the flock at HQ to get more aggressive if 
vessel crews. These have all compared with 2004/05, and they want those “free feeds”. 
made real inroads into seabird white capped albatross captures 
mitigation and have reduced My mates at the Deepwater Group Ltd were reduced by 90% from 
seabird captures across the tell me reported seabird captures during 2004/05 to 2006/07. We know 
deepsea t rawl  f lee t .  The this squid season are up on last year. from figures obtained for 
downward trend is due to Most of the increased captures are 2007/08, and again this year, that 
Captains and vessel crews those “crazy kamikaze” mutton-birds. white capped albatross captures 
w o r k i n g  w i t h  i n d u s t r y  Warp captures are minimal, with most are continuing to be well down 
associations and making a captures occurring in the net on hauling, across all years when compared 
difference out on the water. Dare I with many being released alive. to 2004/05.
say it, DoC and MFish’s common 

My pep talk on getting more aggressive sense approach and support in It 's fair to say, with the 
must be working as my long range allowing industry to manage introduction of mandatory 
scouts have reported fishing Captains these issues, and in working mitigation devices and fishermen 
saying the cousins are all over their nets together with industry to get the doing more out on the water to 
to rip fish out of the codends. We have job done, has gone a long way to reduce seabird captures, that the 
also targeted nets on shooting, when 
the crew have not cleaned out the 
stickers properly. This has proved to be 
a good food source this year. Mind you, 
if you get caught up in the moment 
“pardon the pun” it's a long dark ride to 
Davey Jone’s locker!

I am sending a long range scout to the 
NZ Federat ion of  Commercia l  
Fishermens (FED) Conference. The 
FED are working to address seabird 
issues where seabirds and fishing 
areas overlap. I understand the FED 
chairman, Doug Loder, has also 
become a member of the Southern 
Seabird Solutions Board. This all helps 
with keeping his members better 
informed on seabird issues.
Chow Albert Furseal and mollymawks rip hoki out of the codend



risk of seabird captures in all fisheries 
would have reduced. There may be 
the odd incident of poor vessel 
behaviour, but these incidents are 
now closely managed. By and large, 
all the focus on seabird issues over 
the last few years has been a success 
story. We will never stop all captures, 
but albatross captures in particular, 
are 'fixable'. So, if you can make this 
sort of difference with little or no cost 
to fishing performance you would, 
right?

Captains know that they can reduce 
many of the captures to albatross 
without impacting on their fishing 
operation. Most have taken up the 
challenge and have delivered the 

goods by managing offal and and the type of bird being captured 
ensuring mitigation devices are (i.e. birds such as albatross or small 
built and deployed correctly. diving birds). Over the past few 

years these indicators have become 
key to understanding what was Saving Seabirds - Monitor and  Manage
happening onboard the vessel and 

Every year one vessel fails to which key mitigation procedures 
follow its VMP and has to be were not being followed. Usually it 
helped to work through multiple has been die to offal and fish waste 
capture events. This squid season in the water at high risk times  as a 
was no exception. One vessel not result of: 
carrying out basic, well known 

! the net not being properly cleaned mitigation measures (i.e. cleaning 
before shooting stickers from nets) caused a few 

! the net not being hauled in quickly, problems. The important thing is 
or a breakdown occurring that real-time reporting allows the 

! fishmeal plant failure resulting in problem to be identified quickly 
the vessel not controlling offal and for steps to be taken to rectify 
discharge times  the situation. As capture numbers 

can quickly get out of hand and 
The main point is that all parties are 

start mounting in a matter of days, 
working together to quickly resolve 

reports from the vessels have to be 
any problems. To date, this is what 

accurate so advice can be given to 
has been happening!

solve the problems. Establishing 
the cause of the problem can be 
difficult at times. 

Generally, when we have a vessel 
taking multiple captures day after 
day (especially when others in the 
same area are not), we know 
something is wrong! W

 how the captures 
occur (ie. in the net or on the warp), 

e can 
surmise what the likely cause is on 
the basis of

Produced by Clement & Associates Ltd
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz
www.albertross.co.nz
Ph (03) 545 7020

ALBERT    IMEST
 

Southern Storm Fishing Ltd
Maruha NZ Corporation Ltd

To learn more go to www.albertross.co.nz and pick up this month’s issue

WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

This cousin is not shy when it 
comes to getting a free feed!

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

If you know the name of this bird then 
email your answer, name, postal 

address and date of publication to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

The cousin of last month:
Campbell Albertross

DID YOU KNOW?
Although genetically similar, 
Gibsons albatrosses usually have 
a paler plumage than antipodean 
albatrosses.

The northern royal albatross 
colony at Taiaroa Head on the 
Otago Peninsula is the only 
a lbat ross co lony on New 
Zealand's main islands.


