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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

It is size, and how you use it

on the vessel for different lengths We all know that to minimise 
of time each day.  Four holding seabird bycatch on trawl gear, its 
times were used: 30 minutes, 2 best to discharge offal and 
hours, 4 hours and 8 hours.  After discards when fishing gear is not 
that time, all discharge was in the water.  However, this can 

From the desk of Admiral Albert released through the normal be difficult and so as a manage-
Ross, MBE (Mighty Big Eater) chute.  The observer onboard ment alternative, the concept of 

recorded data on bird abundance batch discharging has emerged.  The cousins and I are feeding on squid 
within 40 m from the vessel stern Batching is a feature of all factory offal (God! I love those big steel lunch 
before, during, and after dis-trawler Vessel Management boxes) Less vessels to follow in the 
charge events.  Plans, and it's based on a nice fishery this year for those “free feeds”, 

piece of intuitive thinking: holding though.
The results generally reinforce waste for longer means birds I have had a few reports of some minor 
the thinking that holding for aren't getting fed as often, so casualties from those Kamikaze mutton 
longer is better, but not entirely they shouldn't follow vessels as birds. More importantly, to date only a 
as we expected!  Within minutes, much.  So, when discharges do few of the big cousins have been 
bird numbers increased when occur, fewer birds might be there involved in any trouble. I have given a 
d i s c h a r g e  o c c u r r e d  a n d  to eat them.  The bigger the heap of advice to my white capped 
decreased when it ended.  waste holding capacity, the more mates on how to get those “free feeds” 
Bigger discharges took longer to time will pass before discharge without getting up close and personal 
complete.  So, the amount of must occur again, so both with the fishing gear! Our “Doc”, 
time discharge was entering the storage volume, and how you Mercedes-tross, has had bugger all 
water was roughly the same for use it, are important!  patients in the ER to date and I would 
all holding times.  Further, bird 

say things are going pretty much 
numbers at discharge events Work done last squid season 

according to plan! 
decreased as holding interval aimed to test this thinking.  The 
increased.  Statistically, the experiment used a Sanford's 

My scouts tell me the boys at the DWG 
same numbers of birds were at deepwater trawler in the squid 

are running around like 'headless 
the vessel during discharges fishery.  Offal/discards were held 

chooks', all over a few mutton birds 
(sooty shearwaters). I hear if a vessel 
reaches the seabird capture trigger 
point (3 birds/ 24hrs) they have to find 
out what species of bird is involved, how 
the captures occurred, and then try to 
minimise the risk of further captures. 
Who knew this also applied to 
muttonbirds? Boys, I've got hundreds of 
thousands of muttonbirds. I can send 
them on kamikaze missions all day long 
every day and still not run out! I can see 
you're going to be busy! While they are 
running around counting sootys I can 
“hatch” a plan to hijack more offal.  
Anyone can buy muttonbirds over the 
counter by the bucket load from your 
local fish'n'chip shop. Pound for pound 
there're cheaper than KFC, What!

Chow Albert
San Discovery departing Timaru. 



made after 30 minutes and 2 hours.  
There were fewer birds during 
discharges 4 hours apart, compared 
to 2 hours or 30 minutes.  But, there 
was no additional reduction in bird 
numbers when discharges were 8 
hours apart.  Also, the number of 
large birds (mostly albatrosses) on 
the water during discharge events 
was always the same, regardless of 
the time between discharges.  

So, the take home messages are: it's 
still best to maximise holding capac-
ity and holding time.  But, bird 
numbers do not seem to differ during 
discharge events when these 
happen 4 or 8 hours apart.  However, 
the more holding capacity there is, 

the more likely it is that discharg- foreign charter crew; through an 
ing can wait until the gear is out of interpreter the issues are discussed. 
the water, thereby eliminating the The Learning Resource is designed 
risk of seabird bycatch.  and delivered with plenty of at-sea 

video footage and is delivered by way 
Big thanks to Sanford, the vessel of a discussion rather than just telling 
manager, skipper, crew, and crew what they should or shouldn't be 
observer for helping implement doing. These discussions allow the 
this project.  For more information crew to offer as much towards the 
and a copy of the project report, process as possible. The exchange 
c o n t a c t  J o h a n n a  a t  of ideas and other practicable inci-
jpierre@doc.govt.nz, 04-471- dental capture reduction measures 
3204. shows captains are already applying 

not just the well known risk reduction Training the Crew
measures out on the water, but also 

I have been carrying out environ- many variations and they are experi-
mental training for the senior crew menting with new ideas.
of factory and fresh fish trawlers 

The training has been carried out over 28m recently. Funded by 
during port calls. This allows time to SITO, DWG, DoC and MFish, the 
see the vessel’s mitigation devices training covers ways to reduce 
and offal control systems onboard. non-fish incidental capture, (i.e. 
It's hoped over the next few months to seabirds and marine mammals) 
get the majority of trawlers over 28m and also covers the DWG’s 
completed. Operational Procedures.

Vessel operators have been With the success of the trawling 
supportive and we have been Learning Resource, and with recent 
able to gain some great feedback. inquires by vessel operators to 
Being able to talk directly with the develop a delivery suited to long 
captains of these vessels has lining, it is hoped we can roll it out to 
been very helpful in gaining an other vessels next year.
insight as to how and why the risk 
of incidental capture occurs. John Cleal  FVMS
Much of this training is done with 
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

This cousin is known to attack 
and eat smaller cousins.

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

If you know the name of this bird then 
email your answer, name, postal 

address and date of publication to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

The cousin of last month:
Southern Royal Albatross
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