
OFFAL MANAGEMENT  interactions with trawlers can be 
dramatically reduced.

As offal is the main attractant, 
offal management is the single 

biggest factor in reducing 
The warp danger zone is the seabird mortality rates.
area from the stern of the vessel 

Seabirds are attracted to out to where each warp enters 
vessels by offal. This “free the water. If we cannot stop offal 

feed” is the main reason vessels discharge we must certainly 
have interactions with seabirds. stop the offal entering the 
These interactions inevitably danger zone by either placing 
increase the risk of mortalities. the offal away from this danger 
By implementing offal control zone or by adding it to the water 
measures to minimize the in such a way that birds are not 
amount of offal released into the attracted to it.
water in all areas of trawl deck 
and factory deck operations, 
this risk can be greatly reduced.

Although vessels will never be 
able to stop all discards of offal 
and fish waste from entering the 
water, by careful management 
and changes to the way we deal 
with offal and minor plant 
modifications and, as a safety 
net, the use of mitigation 
d e v i c e s ,  t h e  s e a b i r d  

WARP DANGER ZONE
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Feeding Time - Factory trawler, Chatham Rise 2005 (Courtesy of Fisheries Audit Services)

A mystery 
weekend for two!!

Design and trial the best 
warp mitigation device or 

offal control program and you 
will win a trip for two for a 

luxurious weekend.

Send your design to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

FREE FEED!FREE FEED!

“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

From the desk of Admiral Albert 
Ross MBE (Mighty Big Eater).

Admiral Albert here, head 
honcho for the nearly world 
famous organization OFFAL  
(that's Oceans For Free 
Albatross  Lunches).

Well the first issue was a bottler 
and went down like a load of 
fresh squid guts.

I've just finished squawking to 
the “chattering classes” at our 
recent OFFAL  AGM. A few of 
the rels are complaining about 
having to scrap over smaller 
amounts of offal this season. 
Seems there's a tad less food in 
the water, 'cause some of those 
larger vessels are now 
fishmealing their squid guts 
instead of tossing the morsels 
over the side. Damn cheek if 
you ask me, what! If things 
keep going like this I'll be forced 
to pay cousin Rangi Tross a 
visit to get him to sign one of 
those “free feed permits”. 
Apparently anyone with the 
right feathers can get one.

If things don't improve I might 
have to increase the flock's 
altitude, so we can spot the odd 
rogue vessel discarding heaps 
of tucker and then divert the 
flock in for a FFF (Full out 
Feeding Frenzy). However, the 
downside to a FFF is generally 
a heavy body count - excuse 
the offal pun, heh,eh,eh.



For the squid fishery the offal 
control measures  include:

- M i n i m i s i n g  a c c i d e n t a l  
spillage of offal on to the factory 
floor, thus stopping the offal 
reaching the scuppers or pump 
wells, especially when dressing 
squid.

- Fishmealing squid offal, this 
season operators have decided 
to risk reducing the quality of 
fishmeal in favour of reducing the 
amount of offal discharged to the 
water. Observers are already 
commenting on the difference the 
reduced offal is making on bird 
numbers.

- Batching Offal,  the use of  this in batches, therefore reducing 
hoppers, bins or conveyors etc to the time that offal is available in 
hold offal for as long as the warp danger zone. 
practicable for each individual 
vessel's operation, then releasing 

Even vessels with fishmeal plants 
still need to discard fish waste. By 
fitting a hasher or mincer some 
species that cannot be processed 
c a n  b e  b r o k e n  u p  i n t o  
manageable sized pieces prior to 
entering the meal hopper. Many 
domestic factory vessels with 
meal plants have fitted hashers. 
The benefit to the operator is 
increased volumes of fishmeal 
and increased revenue to the 
v e s s e l .  T h e  c o s t  o f  
implementation of this process 
can be repaid in a single year.

Weekly seabird mortality reporting 
from the squid fleet is showing a 
marked improvement on numbers 
of mortalities over last season. 
Operators have implemented 
many new practices and systems 
to achieve this and, to date, it 
looks like these are paying off.

HASHERS FOR FISH MEAL VESSELS

OUT ON THE WATER
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DID YOU KNOW?
Of some 9,700 bird species 
recognised to date, only about 
300 (3%) can be considered 
seabirds. While 9,400 land 
birds inhabit 30% of the planet 
the 300 seabirds inhabit the 
remaining 70% usual ly 
coming to land (some 20-30% 
of their life) only to breed.

T h e  o l d e s t  r e c o r d e d  
Australasian gannet (Sula 
serrator) at Cape Kidnappers 
was 32 years. Our young 
gannets disperse (bird OE) to 
Australia for the first 1-3 years 
of their life. Recent higher 
than average increases in the 
Aus t ra l ian  co lon ies  o f  
gannets suggest that a 
proportion of our NZ bred 
gannets are choosing to settle 
in OZ! Is there a message 
there?

 

The smallest seabirds (as 
light as 28g) are from the 
family Oceanitidae the storm 
petrels. 
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Join the chattering classes on line at www.AlbertRoss.co.nz 
Pick up this month’s issue of the Albert Times.

Which cousin of 
mine is this?

Commonly seen scavenging 
round vessels on the Chatham 

Rise.

If you know the name of this abatross 
then email your answer, name and 

postal address to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’s 
cap and the “Field Guide to 

New Zealand Seabirds”.

The cousin of last month was:

The White-capped albatross 
(Thalassarche steadi)
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