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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

 Southern Royal Albatross. John and Sue Bennett.

trawl net captures of seabirds. 
Invited fisherman, seagoing 

The tracking device placed on observers, DoC and MFish 
Toroa has been sending GPS managers ,  and seabi rd  
positions for nine months now. specialists gathered to hear From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, MBE Toroa has been positioned off the the presentation by Suze Baird (Mighty Big Eater) coast of Chile for several months. of the recent NIWA net capture 
 My Scouts tell me that, during the recent report. Discussion followed on 
Interest ingly, up unti l  the squid season the number of albatross different net mitigation and 
beginning of May, Toroa had captures are the same as last year (with management practices which 
stayed in the same general around the same amount of fishing effort as c o u l d  b e  p r a c t i c a l l y  
location, 150km offshore from the last year). Unfortunately, more sooty implemented or trialed at sea. 
large recent Chilean volcanic shearwaters and petrels were captured  this What increases the risk of 
eruption, for one month. season, but then more of these birds were seabird captures in nets?

released alive, so we ended up with around 1. Fishing practices that 
So far, he has travelled 29,500 km 30 more seabird captures than last year at increase the number of times 
since fledging on 22 September 148 (i.e. 191 captures and 43 released the net is at the surface also 
2007 to see where Toroa goes alive). Seabird captures have come down increases seabird numbers 
next, check out: from 446 in 2004/05, of which 236 were being attracted to the gear. 

 albatross (mainly white capped). The last 2. Long periods of time when 
two seasons we have had around 40 alba- the net is on the surface and in 

This season thirteen chicks tross captures, while shearwater and petrel the water.  
hatched and eleven chicks have remained around the same over the 3. Mending mid-water trawls in 
survived to reach the post-guard. last 4 seasons. This is on the back of the water during the haul. 
Now weighing in at around 7kg, increased MFish observer coverage over the 4. Offal discharge during 
all are doing well.past few years, so its good news for the shooting or hauling increases  

cousins, what!! seabird activity and draws 
larger seabirds (albatrosses) 
into the vessel’s stern and net In May a workshop was held to 
area. discuss possible ways to reduce 

MFish recently met with stakeholders to 
discuss the possible development of 
alternative management regimes to mitigate 
seabird interactions through individual, 
Vessel Management Plans (VMPs). 

Under consideration is the option of a 
regulated  process requiring all vessels to 
have an approved VMP and to comply with 
the procedures and terms of their VMP. 
Discussions are ongoing. 

Breaking news as this goes to press is the 
MFish announcement to delay the 
commencement of the current Gazette 
Notice on offal management. More next 
month....  

Chow, Albert

Southern Seabird Solutions have a new 
seabird information and training resource. 
SeaFIC/SITO will have this resource ready 
for use by training providers and fisherman 
soon.

Toroa: Taiaroa Head/Pukekura's 
500th albatross chick

Seabird Net Capture Workshop

www.albatross.org.nz/toroa.html



5. Not properly removing all the 
stickers from the net before shooting. 
6. Shooting immediately after haul 
when seabird activity is higher 
because of the recent hauling activity. 

Overall, hauling accounts for twice the 
number of total captures than 
shooting. During the haul 30% of 
captured birds are released alive from 
midwater trawls and 50% from bottom 
trawls.

Seabird liaison officer John Cleal who 
was part of the resource's review 

Southern Seabird Solutions Trust team says, “What we have learnt is 
has teamed up with SITO and the that you've got to have everyone from 
Ministry of Fisheries to develop unit the crew and skipper right through to 
standard training resources for the company's managers all working 
SITO, covering  seab ird and toward the same standards and goals 
fisheries interactions. to reduce accidental captures of 

.  The uni t  s tandard 
“The resource was developed by accomplishes that by giving everyone 
Southern Seabird Solutions with solid information to work from.” 
input from industry, scientists and 
pol icy makers.   I t  covers The resource was funded through the 
everything from seabird ecology to Minist ry of  Fisher ies.   Tom 
the different risks that are found in Cha t te r ton ,  MF ish  Manager  
various fisheries,” says SITO's Deepwater and National Issues, 
vessel operations sector manager says, “We know that fishermen don't 
Sharon Larsen.  want to be catching seabirds. This 

resource provides fishermen with the 
“In the resource we also talk about information they need to reduce 
the marketing consequences of seabird interactions.” 
seabird by-catch.  Globally, there is 
incredible pressure on the fishing Visit  or 
industry to be sustainable in all its  to learn more. 
practices.  In fact, in 2007 the 
American Food and Agriculture Shelley Biswell (SSS) 
Organisation told the American 
seafood industry that it needs to 
adapt to increasing demands from 
consumers and retailers for 
environmentally friendly fish.  It's 
n o t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  
environmental groups demanding 
change, but the market  and it's not 
just a passing fad.” 

7. Above all else, multiple captures 
occur when there is a gear failure or a 
breakdown. Gear failures were 
responsible for most large, multiple 
captures occur when there is a gear 
failure or a breakdown. Gear failures 
were responsible for most large, 
multiple captures.

seabirds

Seabird-friendly go to School

www.southernseabirds.org
www.sito.co.nz

WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

The cousin of last month:
Cape Pigeon / Petrel

The entire world population breeds 
on one 10 ha rock stack.

If you know the name of this bird then email 
your answer, name, postal address and date 

of publication to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

DID YOU KNOW?
Cape pigeons are not actually a 
p igeon  and  these  days  a re  
increasingly known as Cape petrels.

Common diving petrels are the most 
aquatic of all petrels.
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