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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

Murray Williamson and Yongho Huh from SERL with the SSS seabird smart award

well recognised internationally) 
blew the crowd away with his 
photo essay of seabird species 

This year's annual gathering of 
on our outer islands around the 

Southern Seabird Solutions was 
sub-Antarctic and Chatham 

in Tauranga with a theme of 
Rise.

focusing on inshore fisheries. From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, 
MBE (Mighty Big Eater) Cam Speedy, forest ecologist, 

Robin Hapi opened with a great 
p resen ted  a  who le  new The Chattering Classes are squawking, speech and throughout the 
perspective on seabirds, namely even “Big Jim” had something to say about sessions we talked about real 
their past impact and importance the latest bag full of albatross returned off a stuff: what birds do, how they 
to NZ's terrestrial environment! 28m longliner working out off the Chatham behave and how we can stop 
By nesting all over mainland NZ Islands, targeting ling & bluenose. The catching them! 
(which they now cannot do due vessel was carrying an MFish observer. 

The two Dave's (Kreutz and to introduced predators),  There should be a real time reporting 
Kellian): this duo are a hardened seabirds fertilized the native mechanism whereby MFish is notified, and 
pair of pelagic longline fishermen forests .  Far fetched? I think not.action is taken by contacting the fishing 
from both sides of the Ditch who association involved, so things can be  The  fo l ks  f r om Seab i rd  
have broadened their skills as bought under control before we have a bag Encounters in Kaikoura (good 
f i sh  ca tche rs  t o  i nc lude  stuffed full of Chatham Island Albatross! supporters of SSS!) told their 
leadership in seabird mitigation. What! At the end of the day it is the tale of ecotourism and the value 

Skippers’ responsibility and he should Gabriel Tomas, a fisherman who overseas visitors place on being 
have taken action much earlier. His lack of did the long migration from able to go a short distance 
urgency to get things under control was Uruguay, showed that we are not offshore and see oceanic birds. 
their biggest downfall as captures could alone in both the issues and the 2 7 , 0 0 0  v i s i t o r s ,  m a n y  
have been easily stopped by carrying out solutions to longline captures. international, per year. 
any number of well-documented mea-

However, our special evening Steph Rowe from DoC and Tom sures. Other vessels in the same area 
guest, Kim Westerkov, wildlife Chatterton from MFish took the doing things a little better had no issues. 
photographer extraordinaire (and chance to talk about observer How many albatross are too many? I would 

suggest less than a couple before the 
alarm bells should be ringing and urgent 
measures undertaken to stop any further 
captures. Switching to night setting 
normally fixes most of the problems 
instantly. The vessel is back out fishing 
with an observer and following strict 
guidelines to reduce any further captures. 
All is going well with no albatross captured 
to date. I suggest all involved with this type 
of fishing operation get together and write 
up a set of achievable standards that 
everyone can follow! 

On a more positive note, Southern Seabird 
Solutions recently had its yearly 
conference. My scouts tell me it was very 
positive. Congratulations to South East 
Resources Ltd who took out the Seabird 
Smart Award, for their efforts in developing 
and fitting the “Hogger” mincer to their 
trawlers.

Chow, Albert

SSS Workshop, Tauranga, Sept 
2007



coverage in the inshore fleet and 
where overall seabird policy and 
standards are headed. Ouch! But they 
took the heat and answered the hard 
questions, so good to get the news 
straight from the source whether good 
or not.

The fishermen joined in from start to 
end so we had the right atmosphere to 
get discussions rolling. All in all, a 
successful event! And by the way…. 
the management committee stayed 
on after class and put it all down on 
paper so that we keep at the ideas and 
actions raised.

A learning resource is being devel-
oped by the DWG to provide informa- tion on seabirds and mammals that It will be translated into the three 

can be delivered to crew onboard major languages and target senior 
their vessel during a port call and/or crew on procedures  specific to each 
used for training for cadets and vessel.
experienced fisherman alike.  

Developed and supported by DWG, 
The resource is also a great SITO, DoC and MFish, and 
reference for crew onboard NZ and managed by SITO’s Sharon Larsen, 
foreign chartered vessels in order to the resource will be delivered 
increase awareness and knowledge onboard vessels prior to the  squid 
o f  bes t  p rac t i ce  mi t iga t ion  season.
procedures and management 
techniques.

With foreign vessels making up 
much of the deepwater fleet, the 
target nationalities are Korean, 
Russian and Polish fishermen. It 
also targets NZ crew with access to 
training ashore. Unit standard 
outcomes are  available for those 
crew wanting NZQA qualifications.

The resource covers:  Seabirds, 
VMPs, offal control, mitigation 
devices, sea lions, fur seals, 
d o l p h i n s ,  S L E D s ,  D W G  
management; DWG reporting 
requirements, BPAs and closed 
seamounts.

There is a questionnaire for crew to 
complete on their vessel standards, 
equipment & procedures, and also 
SITO assessment guides for those 
NZ crew doing seabird & marine 
mammal unit standards.

DWG learning Resource on Seabirds & 
Mammals

WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

The cousin of last month:
Antarctic Fulmar

Wanders south as far as pack ice 
and north to sub tropics, but only 

breeds biennially on Auckland 
Islands.

If you know the name of this bird then email 
your answer, name, postal address and date 

of publication to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

DID YOU KNOW?

Bounty Island Shag is the only 
shag on the Bounty Islands and 
they only live/breed there.

Around March each year, after the 
breeding season, Hutton's 
shearwater migrates across the 
Tasman to spend the winter in 
Australian waters. They return to 
their mountain breeding colonies 
in August. Their burrows are often 
still buried under snow but when it 
melts they relocate their burrows 
amongst the tussock and inside 
them lay a single egg. 

During the breeding season, 
f l o c k s  o f  a d u l t  H u t t o n ' s  
shearwater birds gather off the 
Kaikoura coast where they feed 
on surface crustacean or dive for 
small fish. After dark, they fly into 
the colony to incubate the egg or 
feed the young.
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