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From the desk of Admiral Albert 
Ross MBE (Mighty Big Eater).

Admiral Albert here, head 
honcho of the world famous 
organization OFFAL (Oceans For 
Free Albatross Lunches). As a 
salty old sea dog I'd like to 
we lcome you chaps and 
chapesses to the first of my 
monthly papers full of an offal 
amount of interesting tip bits (heh 
heh, sometimes I crack myself 
up).

But it's not all fun and guts out 
here on the briny and I have to 

>alert you folks to what the 
scoundrels from Wellington are 
up to, re our free lunches. Seems 

>the 'Chattering Classes' have 
asked the industry to reduce the 
amount of food you chaps dish 
over the side - hardly cricket, 
what!

Now I'm well aware that a few of 
our flock get a bit excited when 
the trawl discards start tumbling 
over the side and forget to file an 
appropriate flight plan. The 
results tend to be a bit messy with 
a few of our feathered brethren 
meeting an untimely death from a 
silent slash through the trawl 
warps  - not a good look!

But on the positive horizon, the 
industry has been busy dreaming 
up schemes to help the Flock 
sidestep the silent slash and still 
get a feed - offally good news I 
think. Here's the progress to 
date.

OFFAL MANAGEMENT  PLANS it in batches to minimize the time 
offal is exposed ahead of warps

Operators of trawlers in the  Using shrouds or “skirts” to 
2006 squid fishery are all fishing conceal offal discards at the 

u n d e r  n e w  V e s s e l  outlet (birds are visual feeders)
Management Plans with  Mincing trials to turn offal into a 
agreed requirements on fine slurry too small to be 
how they discard their offal. attractive as bird food

The main focus is to avoid 
putting offal ahead of the trawl During this squid season the 
warps while trawling thus fleet will be heavily monitored by 
putting seabirds, particularly MFish observers who are 
albatross, at risk. The problem is tasked, amongst other duties, to 
that seabirds see this as a free undertake standard warp-strike 
meal, get distracted while counts to measure seabird 
fighting over the scraps and get contacts with the warps.
caught up in the “silent slash” by  
a trawl warp.

Five techniques are being 
trialed: 
> Mealing all offal to avoid 
discards - where possible
 Avoiding offal discards while 

trawling - only possible on 
some vessels
 Batching offal discards while 

trawling - holding offal for as 
long as practical and discarding 
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Warp Deflector
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New warp deflector. A cross between the Carey Cunning Contraption and 
the Tori line. Available from Nelrig in Nelson-(03) 546 9004

A mystery 
weekend for two!!

Design and trial the best 
warp mitigation device or 

offal control program and you 
will win a trip for two for a 

luxurious weekend.

Send your design to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz.

FREE FEED!FREE FEED!

“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”



Warp-strike counts will be used as 
baseline measures to determine 
the relative merits of each of the 
different offal management 
options.

The Law now requires all trawlers 
over 28 meters to deploy one or 
more of the approved warp-strike 
mit igat ion measures whi le 
trawling:

> Paired tori lines, or
> Bird bafflers, or
> Warp-strike deflectors

During the 2006 squid season,  
trials will be undertaken by 
industry scientists, in conjunction 

It is likely that there will be no “one with DoC and MFish, to assess the 
size fits all” solution. Industry has relative merits of each of these 
sought flexibility in order to cater devices, to determine the optimum 
for different weather conditions, warp-strike mitigation device(s) 
bird behaviour, vessel and fishery according to vessel type.
types.

At the end of the squid season 
these data will be reviewed and 
an assessment can then be made 
on the optimum configurations.

MFish plans to replace the 
current Gazette Notice requiring 
mit igat ion devices with a 
Regulation some time in mid 
2006. This Regulation will 
prescribe that all trawlers greater 
than 28 meters within the NZ EEZ 
will need to have an approved 
warp-strike mitigation device in 
the same manner as is now 
required for  longliners.

The warp-strike mitigation trials 
undertaken during the squid 
season will be used to determine 
specifications used by MFish to 
approve devices in the future.

WARP STRIKE MITIGATION

 

WHERE TO FROM HERE

Chris Robertson
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DID YOU KNOW?
NZ and its EEZ hosts probably the 
greatest diversity of seabirds on 
earth, with over one-third of all the 
world varieties occurring here as 
breeders or visitors. Accordingly 
we are rightly called the 'Seabird 
Capital of the World.' Recent 
studies suggest that much of the 
original fertility of many New 
Zealand soils can be traced to the 
histor ical ly large breeding 
colonies of seabirds on the 
mainland  most of which do not 
now exist due to predation by rats 
and stoats.

Satellite tracking of Northern 
Royal albatross from Taiaroa 
Head shows some remarkable 
flight statistics. Longest single 
fl ight on migration without 
touching down on water was 14 
hours, with the greatest point to 
point distance in 24 hours of 
1800km. Estimated average 
cruising speed 115-120kph. 
Actual speed measured with 
'hawk' radar at Taiaroa Head 
75kph when slowly cruising along 
the cliff edge. 

  

This albatross has the highest 
recorded mortality rate.

If you know the name of this abatross 
then email your answer, name and 

postal address to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz 

Be in to win: Albert Ross’s cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”.
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Do you want to be on Albert Ross’s list? 
Email albertross@fishinfo.co.nz to be kept up to date with monthly issues.

Which cousin of 
mine is this?
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