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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

White Capped Albatross                     Photo Credit: Cheryl Hindle, DWG

awhile the birds just ignore them. 
While we can manage many Increased awareness of high-risk 
aspects of the fishing operation times & improved onboard 
to control and reduce the risk of management during the net 
warp strikes, stopping seabirds hauling procedure would also 
getting captured in nets is help.From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, another matter. 

MBE (Mighty Big Eater) 2) Small birds, mainly diving birds, 
To date there has not been much i . e .  s o o t y  s h e a r w a t e r s  Well its close to the time I pack my bags in the way of new or improved (muttonbirds) are just as adept and head off to South America, another procedures or mitigation devises under the water as above it, and few weeks of feeding the chicks and we to stop net attacks. dive on the net, this can take place can all get off this “Rock”.

well back (100m) behind the There are two main types of 
I recently received a Ministry of Fisheries vessel and attack the net, whether seabird interactions with trawl 
(MFish) report on the population there is fish in the trawl or not, nets.
estimation of my cousins the White these birds are programmed to 1) Large birds which are captured 
Capped Albatross (WCA) I guess MFish dive and at times in the hundreds. mainly in the larger meshes of 
thought that they were so good at counting It is very difficult to think of midwater trawls, trying to take 
fish they might as well count birds, what! practical ways to stop this.fish etc out of the net as it is 

I m p r o v e d  m a n a g e m e n t  hauled. These birds feed on what Anyway, these blighters thought they 
procedures rather than one magic is seen and can be reached in the would sneak in, in a helicopter and just 
fix, is going to be the best way to wings or front of the trawl. violate the privacy of the WCA by 
reduce seabird interactions with Reducing offal discharges photographing them unawares on the 
trawl nets.   therefore reducing the number of nest! Well, they got the photos this time, 

but I hear the WCA have got hold of some birds attracted to the vessel could 
of the pictures and are planning to make reduce the risk to these large 
one of “those” Calendars, you know the birds. Other measures already in 

Things turn out better when you 
ones with the nude photos of a bird for use on some vessels include 

work together. That's what we can 
each month! I cant wait to buy one, what! using a loud sound or canon to 

take from the management of the 
scare away birds when hauling in 

recent SQU6T fishery.  MFish and I suggested they use the proceeds from 
the net. Some vessels already 

the calendar sales to buy one of those industry, via the Deepwater Group 
fitted with cannons say after 

heat seeking missile launchers, what!  I 
had not takers for my other idea of an 
individual flying directly into the helicopter 
jet engine intake. (Note to self; need to 
invite some Taliban trained cousins over 
from Iran) 

Anyway, the chattering classes worked 
out there were around 115,000 breeding 
pairs in and around Disappointment 
Island, that's a lot of feathers and a lot of 
free feeds!

Say 50% of those pairs have a chick that 
eats half a kilo of tucker a day for 120 days, 
that around 3,300 tons of seafood, “god 
bless” those big steel lunch boxes.

Thanks to Aoife for the Squid Season 
article, it nice to have others so positive 
about our efforts.

Chow Albert.

Doc Counting WCA, New VMPs 

Squid Fishery Performance



Ltd (DWG), worked hard to make this 
fishery run more smoothly. 

The pre-season briefing organised by 
the DWG ensured that all vessel 
operators were fully aware of the 
requirements set out in the 
operational plan before the start of 
the fishing season. 

Compliance with sea lion exclusion 
device (SLED) deployment and the 
other requirements of the operational 
plan has also been good this season. 
Of the 1318 tows in the SQU6T 
fishery this season all but three were 
eligible for the discounted strike rate, 
this is excellent.  For the first time this 
season MFish fishery officers audited 
SLEDs onboard most of the 
deepwater fleet as these vessels 
returned to port. All SLEDs audited 

during the 24 inspections were fully 
compliant. 

There was a concerted effort by the 
DWG to improve sea bird mitigation 
t h r o u g h  i m p r o v e d  o f f a l  
management.  Vessel operators 
reporting weekly on seabird captures 
means we get real time and detailed 
information. With the exception of 
one vessel, an initial analysis of this 
information shows a reduction in sea 
bird captures.  However, this 
information has not been formally 
assessed by MFish and it is too early 
to fully confirm the success of these 
initiatives. 

Industry and MFish must continue to 
work together to reduce the impacts 
of fishing on the sea lion population. 
SLEDs have been improved and 
operating procedures to help vessels 
further mitigate any interaction with 
sea lions are being developed. 
Reporting does still need to improve, 
seven of the eight sea lions reported 
dead came from observed vessels. 
Accurate information is needed to 
manage this problem.  
Vessel operator's willingness to work 
with DWG and MFish was critical to 
the success of the SQU6T fishery. 
We look forward to more of the same.
 Aoife Martin Mfish. 
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

To learn more go to www.albertross.co.nz and pick up this month’s issue

The cousin of last month:
Brown Skua

This months cousin is a large pale version 
of a usually smaller species.

If you know the name of this bird then email 
your answer, name, postal address and 

date of publication to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

DID YOU KNOW?

NZ dotterel chicks can usually fly 
by the age of 6 - 7 weeks, but this 
time may be extended if their 
feeding is reduced by continual 
disturbance. Young dotterels 
wander the coastline for the first 
12-18 months of their lives. Most 
of them breed for the first time at 
two years of age. Two or three 
eggs are laid in a scrape in the 
sand, commonly among shells 
and driftwood, just above the 
high tide mark.

The Chatham Island taiko 
Pterodroma magentae is a petrel 
endemic to the Chatham Islands, 
with a population estimated to 
number less than 150 birds. The 
taiko is among New Zealand's 
most endangered species, 
considered to be on the brink of 
extinction.

The taiko was believed to be 
extinct for almost a century, until 
its rediscovery by David Crockett 
in 1978. Nearly ten years later, in 
1987, the first taiko burrow was 
discovered in southern Chatham 
Island.
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