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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

Christopher Robertson working with Northern Royal Albatross at the Middle Sister 
Island (Chatham Islands)

and ecological processes to 
defeat or mitigate the effects of 

A  p a s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  predators and climate. During 8 
Ornithological Society of NZ, he years investigating birds caught by 
has over a period of 50 years NZ fisheries, he has demonstrated 
explored the life of large seabirds the importance of discards and 

from the bowels of Museums offal in attracting birds to fishing From the desk of Admiral Albert worldwide, on remote storm- vessels. A Settlor of the Southern Ross, MBE (Mighty Big Eater) swept islands and recently in the Seabirds Solutions Trust he is an 
entrails of bycatch birds on the I would like to introduce you to Mr advocate for the principle that, 
autopsy table. Early on he Christopher Robertson. Chris was while regulations are necessary, 
considered himself privileged to voted by the “flock” to be the very first fishermen must take responsibility 
be mentored by seabird study inductee to Albert's Hall of Fame, my for developing fishing practices 
pioneers (Lance Richdale, Sir new world famous in New Zealand that avoid injuring or killing 
Robert Falla) and remains an award for outstanding contributions to seabirds. Many of the practical 
advocate of  the Richdale helping seabirds. The cousins and I solutions developed by fishermen  
assertion that “Proof is the are very happy to acknowledge his demonstrate the need to be vessel 
authority, not authority the proof”. contributions to saving seabirds by specific rather than prescriptive. 
He continues in retirement to providing technical information from Injuries and stomach contents of 
monitor the population changes at his field observations during a birds on the autopsy table often 
Cape Kidnappers where he first lifetime's work. Chris has also indicated to Chris the vessel of 
studied gull predation of gannets regularly been providing information origin before he read the name on 
following disturbance by tourism. on seabirds to the Albert Times since it the observer's label!
At Taiaroa Head and the outer was hatched. More importantly, he has 

I would like to thank “Saint Chris” rocks of the Chatham Islands and given a lot of guidance and 
for all his help during the past year.  round the subantarct ic he information, which the fishing industry 
Admiral  Albert Ross MBE.monitored albatross populations has put to good use when developing 

ways to  reduce the seabi rd  
interactions with fishing vessels. PS, 
just so there's no room for confusion, 
I'm the good-looking one in the 
cartoon, What!
Just a quick note on the squid season. 
Seabird reports to date show a large 
decrease in captures from warp 
strikes  compared with the same time 
last year. More of my cousins are 
coming back from feeding missions 
and living to tell the tale. This is 
marvelous news! The long-range 
scouts tell me those vessels with 
mincers onboard are discharging 
heaps of small shredded juicy 
morsels. It's slow going to get a feed 
but at least there's plenty to go around. 
I may need to change the flock's attack 
formation to allow for this new type of 
food source. No need to get so close to 
the vessel any more, plenty of food 
scraps floating a few hundred meters 
astern. Also a big thank you to Tom 
Chatterton for his words . Chow Albert.

Christopher Robertson



Manager National Issues and Deepwater - 
Tom Chatterton 

Last November Stefan Leslie 
(Manager Deepwater) and I were 
invited to a meeting in Christchurch to 
talk to deepsea fleet managers about 
seabirds and sea lions.  These two 
issues have been hot ones for both 
the Ministry and the deepwater fleet to 
deal with recently and they will 
continue to be so for a little while yet at 
least.  A lot of the interaction on such 
things has been done by MFish, with 
people such as Richard Wells and 
John Cleal, who are doing a great job, 
rather than directly with the people out 
on the water.  So Christchurch was a 
welcome chance to interact directly 
and discuss face-to-face these 
issues.  We would certainly appreciate the chance to do this Finally, it is encouraging to hear of 

more often. the progress been made trialling 
offal technology and final results of 

Some of the messages from MFish this are keenly awaited.  One thing 
at this meeting are worth repeating.  is certain, managing offal is the key 
First, we want to, and we need to, get to reducing seabird interactions.
the specs right.  In other words, the 
trawl warp mitigation measures need 
to be set up so that they work best for 
the vessel and conditions.  The 
recent mitigation trial results were 
very interesting and confirmed that 
tori lines work best.  If under certain 
conditions tori lines are not so 
effective, other measures or 
combination of measures should be 
deployed to reduce the risk of 
seabird captures. 

Second, awareness by skippers of 
what is happening between the 
vesse l ' s  f i sh ing  gear ,  the i r  
management of offal discharge, the 
weather & sea conditions, and the 
behavior of seabirds around the 
vesse l  w i l l  r educe  seab i rd  
interactions and captures.

Government needs to know what is 
happening out at sea and you guys 
need to know what Government is up 
to.  This is about measuring your 
success, working closely together, 
and setting clear objectives and 
timelines.
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

To learn more go to www.albertross.co.nz and pick up this month’s issue

The cousin of last month:
 light mantled sooty albatross

This months cousin is from the petrel 
family but is not one of the ones 
mentioned in the ‘Did you Know’.

If you know the name of this bird then 
email your answer, name, postal address 

and date of publication to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

DID YOU KNOW?

The common diving petrel is not a 
strong flier and is the most aquatic 
of all petrels, as it dives frequently 
a n d  ‘ f l i e s ’  p e n g u i n - l i k e  
underwater.

The South Georgia diving petrel 
only breads in the sand dunes on 
Codfish Island (off Stewart Island)

The black petrel only breads on 
Little and Great Barrier Islands

The Westland petrel only breeds 
in the forested hills of Central 
Westland

The Chatham petrel only breeds 
on Rangitira (South East) Island in 
the Chathams. They are very rare 
and there is probably only a total 
breeding population of 100 pairs.

The grey faced petrel is the main 
muttonbird harvested by northern 
Maori, with the young taken in 
November.
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