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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

Chick 500 - Named Toroa  (Photo Courtesy of - Nic Vallance DOC) 

Seventy years after legendary the award-winning television 
Otago naturalist, Lance Richdale, documentary of the same name. 

started protecting and observing 
Grandma was in the colony when northern royal albatross at 
Richdale started observing royal Taiaroa Head/Pukekura, a major 
albatross in 1937 and in her 60s milestone has been reached.

From the desk of Admiral Albert Ross, when she died. The hope is that 
th

On Friday 26 January the 500  MBE (Mighty Big Eater) her grandchild, Toroa, will live in a 
royal chick to hatch on this Otago world that will allow her to make a th

Did you hear that the 500  royal Peninsula headland emerged similar contribution to the species' 
albatross chick has hatched on the from its shell. Mother, father and survival.  
mainland at Taiaroa Head? Frightfully chick were all well and DOC 
good news.  Did you also know that ranger, Lyndon Perriman very 
Albatrosses did not always breed pleased that this rather special I was pleased to attend the first there, as the area was covered in symbol of the success of the Fishers Forum on Reduction of bush in the early days? We need good Southern Hemisphere's only Seabird Interactions in Brazil.  I long landing strips. See, clearing the mainland albatross colony, had was sponsored by MFish and land does have its advantages! finally arrived. Southern Seabird Solutions.
I'm starting to like that new boss man At a special function at Taiaroa The forum was held in a coastal of the chattering classes (Big Jim). Head on February 8 the Minister of town just outside of the Sao Paulo He's helping out my cousins in the Conservation, Chris Carter, (which has a population of 16 swordfish & tuna long-line fishery; announced that, unlike others in million and is not a town but a “Ha, boys. I hope you're not scared of the colony, this one will have a mega-city!).the dark! I hear you are going to be name  Toroa  (Mäori for albatross).
seeing (or not seeing as the case may Fishermen, scientists, NGOs and 
be) an awful lot of it. I could arrange Toroa's lineage goes back to the various Government officials 
the boys to fly in and trade you carrots beginnings of successful breeding attended from Peru, Chile, Brazil, 
for offal”. at Taiaroa Head. The chick's father Ecuador, Uruguay, Argentina and 

was Grandma's last chick, she of Falklands/Malvinas.The fleet of big lunch boxes has 
arrived on the squid grounds. I sent 
out the long range scouts to see if we 
can locate some vessels with nice big 
juicy bits of squid guts being tossed 
overboard. “Just saying it makes my 
beak chatter”. Early reports from the 
scouts say we are going to have to 
fight for every scrap of squid offal this 
season. My advice for you vessel 
skippers is, don't be the one to attract 
my attention - you don't want the 
whole flock descending on you! We 
don't want any carnage now, do we, 
or my new best friend Big Jim might 
just be giving you a call. Don't think 
squid trawling is too successful in the 
dark, not great for the flock looking for 
free feeds either, so lets not go there, 
What! 

Chow Albert.

Chick 500

Brazil Report - Richard Wells



Many fishermen gave excellent 
presentations on their particular 
fisheries (eg pelagic long-lining for 
swordfish and  long-lining for 
toothfish).

While the focus was on line fishing 
(and turtle as well as seabird bycatch), 
there was a strong interest from the 
south of the continent on trawler 
interactions.

Given that several species of NZ 
endemic (i.e. nesting here) seabirds 
range along the western coast of 
South America, it is important that 
there is a recognition of the issues, 
cause and effects and mitigation 
options.

The forum confirmed to me that many prepared to change how they do This season a fleet of approx 28 
S o u t h  A m e r i c a n  f i s h e r m e n  things to improve the situation. It was factory vessels are expected to 
understand the issues and are good to give them some idea of the participate in this fishery.  all 

problems and solutions we had operators have received the above 
struck here in New Zealand. information and because many of 

the vessels are foreign we have had 
this information translated to 
Russian and Korean to ensure The Deepwater Group Ltd and 
there is no confusion of what’s trawler operators have put in plenty 
required.of work developing procedures and 
To date all operators are managing information to reduce the risk of 
these requirements very well.seabird interactions, and seabird 

captures again th is  season 
including:

!  An upgraded Vessel Management 
Plan (VMP) has been adopted by all 
squid vessels, including more 
r e g u l a r  r e p o r t i n g  a n d  r i s k  
assessment procedures.

! The 10 commandments - best 
practice vessel & crew operational 
procedures for reducing the risk of 
seabird captures in the squid fishery.

! Maintaining seabird-scaring 
devices to meet the regulations.

! Tori line road cone design to 
maintain better tension on the tori 
line.

!  Pre-Sailing checklist, where vessel 
managers and captains sign off that 
the vessel and its crew are fully 
briefed on these best practise 
procedures. 
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

To learn more go to www.albertross.co.nz and pick up this month’s issue

The cousin of last month:
 Northern Giant Petrel

Maori name is 'Haunui' which means 
'big wind' as it sometimes appears 

near the coast in periods of high winds.

If you know the name of this bird then 
email your answer, name, postal address 

and date of publication to 
albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

DID YOU KNOW?

New Zealand has been christened 
the "Seabird Capital of the World". 
Eighty-four species of seabird nest 
here and 35 of these species are 
endemic to this country. Nearly a 
quarter of the world's sea-bird 
species breed in New Zealand.

Until recently scientists recognised 
14 different species of albatrosses, 
but new research using DNA 
technology has confirmed as 
many as 24. Fourteen varieties 
breed in the New Zealand region, 
more than anywhere else in the 
world. Several are extremely rare, 
l i ke  the  Chatham Is lands  
mollymawk which breeds only on 
one tiny island in the Chathams.

The Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross 
is the smallest Albatross, only 
75cm (bill tip to tail tip).
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