
The holding capacity and 
volumes to “batch” discharge 

L a s t  s e a s o n s  V e s s e l  must be recorded, and the 
Management Plans (VMP) operator is being asked to hold as 
are now being updated for the much offal as practical and 
2007 Squid Season, using endeavor to discharge when the 

information gathered from the vessel is not fishing.
From the desk of Admiral Albert reviews carried out by vessel 

The reporting frequency has also Ross, MBE (Mighty Big Eater) operators after the 2006 season.  
been increased to twice a week 

The main changes are to The flock is back from South and has been combined with the 
increase onboard management America.  Mabel and I are ready to Squid tow report which records 
procedures. To improve the tidy up the old nest, and then start every tow, in the fishery. These 
effectiveness of offal control and making “whoopy”! Last years reports are also monitored by the 
mit igat ion devices, these chicks are on the big “SO” and will Deepwater Group Ltd Seabird 
measures need to be continually travel around the Southern Liaison Officer.
monitored and changes made to Oceans on a solitary cruise for the 

The main thrust of this season is ensure their effectiveness during next few years.
to have vessel crew take daily fishing operations.

I have already set up the HQ and ownership of the VMP and 
A trigger action point has been 

lunched the long range scouts, I i n c r e a s e  t h e  o n b o a r d  
included where five or more 

am told there's plenty of action on management time maintaining 
birds captured in any one day 

seabird issues, vessel operators compliance to the VMP.
would mean the vessel will 

are upgrading last seasons VMP,  Captains and Senior Crew will contact shore management for 
MFish wish to see more done need to ensure the VMP advice and endeavor to apply 
onboard with offal control.  There measures are monitored and corrective actions to reduce the 
is a Squid Season Vessel changes made to reduce the risk risk, contact to the DWG Seabird 
O p e r a t i o n a l  B r i e f i n g  i n  of seabird interactions on a daily Liaison Officer must also be 
Christchurch to ensure all vessel level. made at that time.
operators have the la test  
information on all marine mammal 
and by-catch issues.

The fuss over the flock getting free 
feeds is not going away, and the 
chattering classes are hot to trot 
this season, with more emphasis 
on vessels managing offal 
discharges onboard as part of their 
normal fishing operations.

The Deepwater Group boys are 
testing a new “cone” to hopefully 
replace the windy buoy which 
anchors the Tori line, the cone is 
rumored to hold the tori lines over 
the warps better than the windy 
buoy, there's also an investigation 
into using ultrasonic sonar signals 
to stop those little pesky mutton 
birds from diving on fishing nets. 
Chow Albert

Upgrading  the VMP
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“Don't be warped - trawl for fish, not birds”

White Capped Albatross Nesting. Photo Credit: David Thompson



Mincing  Offal

The Seabird Technical working 
group designed the latest mincing 
trials which took place over 21 days 
on the FV Paerangi.  While the 
official report from the trials will not 
be written for a while yet, the MFish 
observer indicated the overall 
results are encouraging.

The offal is fed into a large pre-
breaker/mincer  fitted with a screen 
to ensure the offal was as small as 
the plant could handle while 
keeping up with the factories 
capacity.  The offal was then 
pumped through a pipe connected 
to the wave gate channel and 
discharged under the hull above the 
prop wash.

Rick Guilds (the MFish observer) 
observations were as follows:

The large birds still feed on this fine 
offal mince. The paste still had 
enough small particles (size of your 
fingernail) to enable birds to feed on 
it.

The mince surfaces behind the 
vessels stern but when the vessel is 
towing it is quickly pushed back, and 
floats back for a couple of hundred 
meters behind the vessel, where the 
birds feed on it.

Large pieces of offal are normally 
hotly contested before they sink, 
this can lead to warp strikes in the 
warp danger zone. Now, what's left 
disperses into hundreds of very 
small pieces of offal.  This still temps 
the birds, but as it floats and covers 
a large area back behind the vessel, 
the birds can feed well out of harms 
way.

We will wait for a full report to see if 
the data gathered offers enough 
evidence to carry out further trials.

Thanks to Johanna from DoC, the 
team from Sealord, the crew on the 
Paerangi and Rick from MFish.
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WHICH COUSIN OF 
MINE IS THIS?

The cousin of last month was the 
Antipodean (wandering) albatross

To learn more go to www.albertross.co.nz and pick up this month’s issue

Only breeds biennially on Campbell 
Island.

If you know the name of this bird then email 
your answer, name, postal address and date 

of publication to albertross@fishinfo.co.nz

BE IN TO WIN: Albert Ross’ cap 
and the “Field Guide to New 

Zealand Seabirds”

DID YOU KNOW? 

Last seasons Royal albatross 
chicks departed dur ing 
September. They will be in 
southern oceans until aged 3-
5 when they return to breeding 
site.

The adolescent  Royals 
returning to land for the first 
time at 3-5 years old can't walk 
properly for 2-3 days having 
been only on the water for 
stops since they flew from their 
breeding place

Northern Royals (Chathams & 
Taiaroa Head) start breeding 
between 7-10 yrs of age and 
Southern Royals(Campbell & 
Enderby) start at 6 years. 

Northerns and Southerns take 
on average 79 days (76-85) to 
incubate the egg and hatch the 
chick. On average it takes 
about 256 days from hatching 
to fledging of the chick.

CJR Robertson
Past President Ornithological Society 
of NZ Inc.
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